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County  Borough  of  West  Bromwich. 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors  of  the  County 

Borough  of  West  Bromwich. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  herewith  the  Annual  Report  on 
the  Health  of  the  County  Borough  of  West  Bromwich  for  the 
year  1923. 

The  Report  once  more  consists  very  largely  of  tabular  state¬ 
ments  of  the  various  health  activities,  with  only  special  reference 
to  items  of  particular  importance. 

In  reference  to  Vital  Statistics  it  is  gratifying  once  more  to  be 
able  to  refer  to  another  low-water  mark  in  Infant  Mortality,  namely 
87.8  per  1,000  births. 

Duiing  the  year  a  circular  was  issued  by  the  Minister  of  Health 
to  all  registered  practitioners  concerning  the  notification  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis.  This  was  followed  immediately  by  a  letter  from  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  giving  the  practitioners  of  this  district 
a  few  somewhat  telling  figures,  with  the  result  that  there  has  been  a 
definite  increase  in  the  notification  of  cases  of  all  forms  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  and  also  an  earlier  notification,  thus  enabling  the  Sanitary 
Committee  to  deal  more  efficiently  with  this  disease. 

The  Small  Pox  Hospital  has  at  last  justified  its  existence,  and 
been  used  for  the  first  time  since  its  erection  in  1904. 

The  importance  of  an  increase  in  the  Staff  of  Health  Visitors 
is  dealt  with  later  on  in  the  Report,  and  I  would  here  only  empha¬ 
sise  the  fact  that  although  the  Infant  Mortality  is  steadily  reducing, 
the  mortality  among  children  from  one  to  five  years  of  age  has  not 
shown  a  corresponding  reduction,  but  there  is  every  reason  to 
think  that  the  careful  examination  of  the  figures  would  show  an 
actual  increase  during  the  last  five  years  period  compared  with 
the  previous  five  years  period. 

The  record  of  the  work  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
his  Assistants  is  as  usual  of  a  most  satisfactory  character,  and 
shows  an  increased  amount  of  work  under  very  trying  conditions 
and  in  the  face  of  much  opposition,  mostly  due  to  ignorance. 
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The  Housing  conditions  of  the  Borough,  in  spite  of  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  new  houses,  remains  very  bad.  A  large  amount  of  the 
property  is  of  such  a  poor  character,  that  no  expenditure  of  money 
can  make  it  anything  like  satisfactory,  even  where  such  expenditura 
is  economically  desirable.  Overcrowding  and  the  existence  of 
more  than  one  family  in  houses  intended  for  the  occupation  of 
one  family  only  appears  to  be  on  the  increase,  and  some  of  the 
examples  mentioned  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  should 
not  be  taken  as  exaggeration,  but  simply  as  samples  met  with  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  a  days  inspection. 

I  would  thank  the  Council  for  their  continued  courtesy  dis¬ 
played  to  myself  and  the  members  of  my  Staff,  and  would  once 
more  wish  to  express  my  gratitude  to  Mr.  Spears,  and  all  members 
of  the  Public  Health  Staff  for  the  loyal  and  unremitting  manner 
in  which  they  have  co-operated  with  me  throughout  the  year. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  WOOLSEY  STOCKS, 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (Acres) 

5,860 

Population — Census  1921 . 

73,761 

Registrar  General  Mid.  1923 

77,600 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921)  ... 

15,200 

No.  of  Separate  Occupiers  (1921)  ... 

15,534 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  end  1923 

15,739 

Rateable  Value,  Poor  Rate 

£288,106 

0s.  Od. 

,,  ,,  District  Rate 

£235,317 

0s.  Od. 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  Rate — 

Poor  Rate 

£1,030 

0s.  Od. 

District  Rate 

£915 

0s.  Od. 

EXTRACTS  from  VITAL  STATISTICS  of  the  YEAR  1923. 


Total. 

Male. 

Female 

Births- 

-Legitimate 

...  1810 

1006 

804 

Illegitimate 

Birth  Rate  R.G. 

...  56 

24.17 

30 

26 

Deaths 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • • •  ••• 

Death  Rate  R.G. 

...  973 
12.5 

530 

443 

Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth — 

Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Other  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births  : — 

Legitimate,  85.0  Illegitimate,  178.5  Total,  87.8 
Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  2 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  ...  ...  25 


CAUSES  OF  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH,  DURING  THE  YEAR  1923. 
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BIRTH-RATE,  DEATH-RATE,  and  ANALYSIS  of  MORTALITY  during  the  year  1923. 
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Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infections 

Disease. 


The  total  number  of  notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  received 
during  the  year  was  1,287,  an  increase  of  58  over  the  previous  year, 
the  diseases  showing  an  increase  being  Diphtheria  and  Chicken  Pox. 


Scarlet  Fever. — The  incidence  of  this  disease  showed  a 
marked  reduction  during  the  first  quarter  (114  compared  with  180 
in  the  last  quarter  of  1922),  and  the  rate  of  decrease  was  main¬ 
tained  throughout  the  year  until  during  the  fourth  quarter,  notifi¬ 
cations  had  fallen  to  33.  The  epidemic  which  had  continued  for 
upwards  of  18  months  may  be  said  to  have  come  to  an  end  in 
April,  1923,  and  as  is  usual  in  epidemics,  the  severity  of  the  attacks 
and  the  case  mortality  were  higher  during  the  last  few  months 
that  at  any  other  time  during  the  epidemic.  For  the  year  the 
case  mortality  was  2.81%  compared  with  1.63%  in  1922,  but  for 
the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  i.e.,  the  last  three  months  of  the  epidemic) 
the  case  mortality  was  6.14%. 

The  proportion  of  cases  removed  to  hospital  was  69.4%,  a 
considerable  increase  over  the  previous  year,  mainly  due  to  the 
reduction  in  the  number  of  cases,  and  consequent  smaller  tax  on 
available  accommodation  and  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases 
which  had  to  be  nursed  at  home. 


Diphtheria. — The  notifications  (275),  exceeded  those  of  last 
year  by  48,  194  being  received  during  the  first  half  year  compared 
with  81  during  the  second.  The  case  mortality  is  lower  than  last 
year  (13.8%,  compared  with  20.26%),  due  to  the  fact  that  doctors 
have  been  called  in  earlier  as  shown  by  the  notifications.  57.4%  of 
the  cases  were  removed  to  hospital  and  among  these  the  death 
rate  was  only  10%. 

A  considerable  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  an  Orphanage 
in  the  town  where  there  were  about  33  occupants  of  the  building. 
Seven  cases  were  notified,  and  more  than  20  others  gave  Positive 
Swabs  although  not  apparently  suffering  from  the  disease.  As 
many  of  the  boys  remained  Positive  for  upwards  of  three  months, 
I  obtained  permission  to  remove  the  T.  &  A's  in  14  cases,  and  in 
this  way  within  three  weeks  was  able  to  declare  the  Institution 
free  from  infection. 
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The  proportion  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  over 
the  age  of  15  shows  a  further  rise  : — 

1920  ...  7.1% 

1921  ...  8.5% 

1922  ...  11.3% 

1923  ...  15.3% 

As  noticed  last  year  the  majority  of  these  older  cases  showed 
on  admission  a  very  marked  degree  of  malnutrition,  and  conse¬ 
quently  had  lost  some  of  their  power  of  resistance  to  infection. 

Small  Pox. — As  stated  in  last  year’s  report  the  close  of  tho 
year  1922  found  us  with  certain  Small  Pox  contacts  in  the  town. 
Fortunately,  none  of  these  developed  the  disease. 

In  March  however,  your  Medical  Officer  was  called  in  to  confirm 
the  diagnosis  of  a  case  in  the  town,  which  after  consultation  with 
a  third  practitioner  was  removed  to  the  Small  Pox  Hospital  the 
same  day,  being  the  first  case  to  be  admitted  to  the  Hospital  since 
its  erection  in  1904.  All  contacts  in  West  Bromwich  were 
traced,  vaccinated,  and  kept  under  daily  observation  for  16  days, 
whilst  similar  steps  were  taken  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of 
Smethwick  and  Oldbury  in  which  district  some  of  the  contacts 
resided.  No  further  spread  occurred. 

Although  it  was  not  possible  to  definitely  trace  the  source 
of  infection  in  this  case,  it  is  thought  that  it  was  probably  an  un¬ 
diagnosed  mild  case  from  Tipton  or  Wednesbury  on  the  border  of 
which  towns  the  patient  was  watching  a  football  match  on  the  day 
on  which  he  was  probably  infected. 

The  patient  was  a  male  aged  28  who  had  been  vaccinated 
in  infancy,  and  again  when  in  the  Army.  The  attack  was  ex¬ 
tremely  mild  and  difficult  to  diagnose.  The  patient  made  an 
uninterupted  recovery,  and  was  discharged  from  hospital  on  the 
twenty-third  day  after  admission. 

In  June  another  case  in  a  girl  aged  11  un- vaccinated  was 
confirmed  by  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  removed  to 
Hospital.  In  bed  with  the  patient  at  the  time  when  she  was 
first  seen  was  a  boy  aged  6  years,  who  had  been  vaccinated  in  infancy. 
This  boy  and  the  patient  were  both  vaccinated  at  once,  but  neither 
took.  Both  were  removed  to  Hospital,  the  boy  being  kept  isolated 
from  his  sister.  He  developed  no  sign  of  the  disease,  and  was 
discharged  on  the  sixteenth  day  after  admission.  The  girl  who 
made  an  uninterupted  recovery  was  discharged  on  the  twenty-third 
day  after  admission. 

The  other  members  of  the  family,  and  many  contacts  in  the 
same  yard  were  vaccinated.  The  only  member  of  the  family  whose 
vaccination  took  was  a  sister  aged  16,  who  was  the  only  other 
un  vaccinated  member  of  the  family,  and  was  living  away  from  home. 
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The  source  of  infection  in  this  case  was  almost  certainly  a 
letter  which  had  been  received  from  an  infected  house  in  Gloucester, 
where  the  epidemic  was  at  its  height  at  the  time.  No  further 
cases  arose  as  a  result  of  this,  and  beyond  contacts  from  ships 
coming  from  abroad,  no  further  alarms  were  received  during  the 
year. 

The  notification  of  Chicken  Pox  which  came  into  force  for 
six  months  on  December  6th,  1922,  was  continued  for  a  further 
six  months  by  an  Order  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

During  the  year  441  cases  were  notified. 

Most  of  these  cases  were  seen  by  the  Medical  Officers  and 
all  over  10  years  of  age  were  seen  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
personally.  In  some  instances,  e.g.,  where  a  second  or  third 
notification  was  received  from  the  same  house  the  Health  Visitor 
only  called. 

The  general  arrangements  for  the  control  of  infectious  disease 
were  unaltered  and  seven  cases  of  Influenza  and  two  of  Pneumonia 
were  removed  to  the  Infirmary  during  the  year. 
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Supplemental  Vaccination  Return  for  1922  and  Return 

for  1923. 


West  Bromwich 
Registration  Sub-Districts. 


Births  Registered  in  1921  ... 

N.E. 

905  ... 

S.W.  Total 
1037—1942 

Successfully  V accinated 

390  ... 

442—  832 

Insusceptible  of  Vaccination 

1  ... 

- 1 

Had  Small-Pox 

•  •  • 

_  _  _ . 

Statutory  Declarations  of  Conscientious 
Obj  ection  . 

441  ... 

519—  960 

Dead  Unvaccinated 

59  ... 

69—  128 

Postponed  by  Medical  Certificate 

5  ... 

6—  11 

Removals  traced  to  other  Districts 

3  ... 

1—  4 

Removals  to  places  unknown 

5  ... 

- 5 

Cases  in  default  on  31st  January,  1924  ... 

1  ... 

-  1 

Total  number  of  Certificates  of  successful 
Primary  Vaccinations  received  in  1923 

478  ... 

543—1021 

Number  of  Statutory  Declarations  of  Con¬ 
scientious  Objection  received  during  1923  370  ... 

394—  764 

362  successful  re- vaccinations  were  performed  by  Public  Vaccinators 
in  1923,  and  26  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  account  of 
the  existence  in  the  Borough  of  contacts  of  Small  Pox. 

I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  total  number  of  vac¬ 
cinations  by  private  practitioners,  as  the  law  does  not  require 
them  to  send  certificates  other  than  of  primary  vaccinations,  but 
probably  a  considerable  number  were  so  re-vaccinated  during 
1923. 

W.  G.  HANSON,  Vaccination  Officer. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1923. 

AGE  PERIODS. 
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Tuberculosis  Officer’s  Annual  Report  1923. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Tuberculosis  Sub-Committee . 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  First  Annual  Report  on 
the  work  of  my  Department  for  the  year  1923. 

The  arrangements  made  for  the  treatment  and  prevention  of 
Tuberculosis  remain  unchanged.  The  Dispensary  is  open  fo  r 
consultation,  examination,  and  treatment,  four  sessions  weekly  : — * 
Tuesday  morning,  Wednesday  evening,  Friday  afternoon,  and 
Saturday  morning  (children) . 


The  figures  for  1923  show  ar 

l  all  round 

increase. 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

Notifications 

(all  forms) 

103 

88 

102 

137 

New  cases  examined 

212 

162 

131 

202 

Total  Attendances  ... 

4786 

3704 

2652 

3089 

Contacts  examined  ... 

48 

47 

47 

65 

The  notifications  for  the  past 

four  vears 

are  as  follows  :  — 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

Male  ... 

47 

39 

47 

38 

Female 

33 

30 

24 

44 

Children  (up  to  15)  ... 

23 

19 

31 

55 

Between  the  ages 

15-45  the 

number  of 

new  cases 

definitely 

diagnosed  as  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

Male  ... 

37  (67%) 

17  (57%) 

14  (47%) 

17  (52%) 

Female 

18  (33%) 

13  (43%) 

16  (53%) 

16  (48%) 

The  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  are  less  than  before 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

Deaths 

71 

60 

67 

56 

Notified  before  death 

35 

50 

36 

The  number  not  notified,  or  notified  after  death  is  still  un¬ 
necessarily  large. 
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The  housing  conditions  show  little  or  no  improvement,  and 
the  appalling  home  conditions  (of  overcrowding)  found  in  a  large 
number  of  cases  must  be  reckoned  as  a  potent  cause  of  spread 
of  infection. 

1920  1921  1922  1923 


Cases  visited  ...  134  107  96  133 

Overcrowding  ...  24  (18%)  19  (17%)  19  (20%)  35  (20%) 

Seperate  bedroom  ...  27  (20%)  20(18%)  24  (25%)  26(20%) 

Overcrowding  is  taken  to  mean  Home  Conditions  in  which 
the  patient  must  share  his  room  with  two  or  more  other  persons. 

It  is  obviously  impossible  to  isolate  at  home  an  advanced 
case  when,  as  not  infrequently  happens,  three  or  more  other  persons 
sleep  in  the  same  room. 

Of  the  contacts  examined  and  kept  under  observation  (65) 
9  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  Tuberculosis.  (Male,  2,  Female, 
4,  Children,  3). 

A  total  of  63  cases  received  Sanatorium  treatment  during 
the  year  (of  which  number  11  were  Ex-Service  Pensioners).  (Holly 
Lane,  5  beds,  Knightwick,  8  beds).  These  have  been  fiully  occu¬ 
pied,  and  on  several  occasions  there  has  been  a  waiting  list,  particu¬ 
larly  of  women. 

The  results  of  Sanatorium  treatment  considered  over  several 
years,  show  the  striking,  but  well-known  facts  that  where  cases 
can  receive  such  treatment  early  in  the  disease,  their  prospects 
of  obtaining  and  maintaining  health  are  considerably  enhanced. 
It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  advanced  cases  will  obtain  a  new 
lease  of  life,  but  even  in  such  cases,  Sanatorium  treatment  is  of 
inestimable  value  in  lessening  infection  at  home — a  very  real 
danger,  in  relieving  distress  and  in  ensuring  that  the  patient  is  in 
decent  and  comfortable  surroundings.  The  lessons  of  “  Fresh 
Air,”  and  “  Common  Sense  Living,”  which  are  taught  in  these 
Institutions,  are  unfortunately  not  commonly  practised  when  the 
patients  return  home — to  a  large  extent  this  is  impossible  under 
present  housing  conditions. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  “  Red  House  ”  will  be  opened  soon, 
to  shorten  the  waiting  list,  and  to  provide  for  a  large  and  deserving 
part  of  the  population  for  which  little  or  no  provision  is  made, 
viz  : — cripple  children,  crippled  either  through  actual  Tuberculosis — - 
almost  entirely  non-pulmonary,  or  crippled  through  lamentable 
physique.  It  seems  logical  to  conclude  that  treatment  for  these 
unfortunates  would  produce  excellent  results,  not  only  in  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  but  in  disease  generally. 
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During  the  year  a  total  of  60  children,  suitable  for  treatment 
at  the  Red  House  (under  15  years),  were  seen  and  treated  at  the 
Dispensary. 


Observation  Tuberculosis  ... 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


21 

4 

27 

8 


Others 


Useful  work  is  done  among  this  class — many  come  volun¬ 
tarily,  in  providing  simple  medicines,  Cod-liver  Oil,  and  very 
occasionally  Milk,  and  regular  attendance  at  the  Dispensary  produces 
a  wholesome  interest  and  educational  value  on  parents  and  children. 

There  is  however  a  real  need  for  a  “  Home  for  Crippled  Chil¬ 
dren,”  where  actual  cases  of  Tuberculosis  can  convalesce,  instead 
of  their  recovery  being  actually  retarded  in  the  of  times  squalid 
surroundings  in  which  they  live. 

Regular  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  Holly  Lane  and 
Knightwick,  when  the  patients  were  examined.  This  practice 
appeared  to  be  appreciated  by  the  patients,  and  was  of  distinct 
value  to  me,  and  I  am  indebted  to  the  Medical  Superintendents 
of  these  Institutions  for  much  assistance  and  kindness. 

The  average  duration  of  treatment  in  Sanatorium  was  83  days. 

Although  much  has  been  done  officially  in  the  past  to  help 
the  sufferer  from  Tuberculosis,  it  is  generally  appreciated  by  Local 
Authorities  that  help  or  advice  from  non-official  sources  can  do 
much  more  to  supplement  the  benefits  given  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Committee.  For  this  purpose  many  Local  Authorities  have  set 
up  an  “  After  Care  Committee,”  a  purely  voluntary  body  repre¬ 
sentative  of  all  local  activities.  The  Ministry  of  Health  have 
recently  recommended  such  a  body.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that 
such  a  Committee  would  be  of  great  use  in  maintaining  a  patients 
interest  in  life,  making  it  possible  to  accept  Sanatorium  treatment, 
obtaining  suitable  work  after  treatment  and  material  advice  and 
help  which  need  not  necessarily  be  financial.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  some  such  Committee  will  be  established  in  West  Bromwich. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  generous 
and  willing  help  in  the  work,  of  the  Officers  of  the  Poor  Law  in 
providing  treatment,  and  extra  nourishment  for  certain  cases,  to 
the  Surgeons  of  the  Royal  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Birmingham, 
and  the  District  Hospital,  West  Bromwich,  and  to  my  Staff  for 
willing  assistance  throughout  a  strenuous  year. 


I  am, 


March,  1924.  * 


Your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  B.  HAMILTON, 
Clinical  Tuberculosis^  Officer. 
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REPORT  FOR  YEAR  1923. 


TABLE  I. 


No.  of  Notifications  : — 
Pulmonary  ... 

Other  forms  ... 

No.  of  New  Cases  Examined 

No.  of  New  Cases  Accepted  for 
Treatment 

No.  of  New  Cases  Accepted  for 
Observation  ... 

No.  of  New  Cases  not 
Accepted 

No.  of  Contacts  Examined 
(accepted  for  observation)  . . . 

No.  of  Old  Cases  Re-examined 

No.  of  Cases  Discharged  : — 
Much  Improved 
Healed 
Arrested 
Observation  ... 

Left  the  District  . 

Left  off  Treatment . 

Deaths 

No.  of  Re-attendances 
Total  No.  of  Attendances 

Home  Visits  by  Nurse  : — 

First  Visits  ... 

Re-visits 

Home  Visits  and  consultations 
by  T.O. 


M. 

F. 

C. 

Total. 

37 

37 

15 

89 

1 

7 

40 

48 

40 

56 

124 

220 

20 

21 

32 

73 

10 

9 

42 

61 

8 

6 

7 

21 

2 

20 

43 

65 

128 

77 

87 

292 

2 

3 

8 

13 

— 

— 

4 

4 

2 

1 

1 

4 

11 

14 

23 

48 

2 

2 

2 

6 

— 

3 

6 

9 

16 

22 

18 

56 

864 

613 

1392 

2869 

904 

669 

1516 

3089 

47 

41 

45 

133 

435 

310 

267 

1012 

21 

17 

2 

40 

TABLE  II. 


Number  of  Ex-service  men  Examined  ... 


i  t 


9  ) 


Found  T.B.  ... 
Not  T.B. 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


13 

6 

7 


•  •  • 


47 


TABLE  III. 


0  5 

to  to 
5  10 

Pulmonary — Male  — -  2 

Female  —  1 

N  on-Pulmonary 

Male  2  6 

Female  3  9 

Observation  Pulmonary — 
Male  4  13 
Female  1  8 

Observation  Contacts 

Male  5  9 

Female  6  9 


10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

2 

3 

4 

5 

5 

2 

— 

— 

<2 

5 

5 

4 

3 

— 

5 

— 

- - 

_ _ 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— - 

2 

— 

— 

10 

....  . 

3 

4 

2 

1 

6 

4 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

5 

. 

1 

■ 

1 

9 

5 

4 

7 

4 

-  ■  - 

65 


TABLE  IV. 

OCCUPATIONS  OF  NEW  CASES  ACCEPTED  FOR  TREAT¬ 
MENT  &  OBSERVATION.  AND  OCCUPATIONS  OF  DEATHS 


Treatment 

Deaths 

Treatment 

Deaths 

Children... 

113 

18 

Tram  Conductor 

— — 

1 

Housewives 

23 

12 

Tube  Drawer 

—  — 

1 

Factory  Hands... 

18 

3 

Tool  Makers 

2 

Labourers 

13 

2 

Locksmith 

— 

1 

Carters  ... 

— 

1 

Painters  ... 

1 

1 

Iron  Workers  ... 

9 

2 

Fitters  ... 

1 

Domestics 

4 

2 

Moulders 

— 

1 

Pipe  Warmer  ... 

1 

— 

Children’s  Attendant  1 

Traveller 

1 

— 

Tailoress 

1 

1 

Clerks  ... 

8 

1 

Dye  Maker 

1 

Motor  Drivers  . . . 

— 

3 

Shop  Fitter 

1 

-  -  - 

Insurance  Agent 

— 

1 

Chemists  Assistant 

1 

. _ . 

Brass  Finisher  ... 

— 

1 

Milliner  ... 

- - 

1 

Shop  Assistant 

— 

1 

Manageress 

— 

1 

Glass  Worker  ... 

— 

1 
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TABLE  V. 


DEATHS. 


Notified  before  Death 

Pulmonary 

29 

Non-Pulmonary 

7 

Total. 

36 

Not  Notified 

4 

2 

6 

Notified  after  Death  ... 

5 

9 

14 

Deaths  “  In  ”  and  “  Out  ”  not  included.  Total  56 


TABLE  VI. 

DEATHS  AT  AGES  AND  SEX. 


0 

to 

5 

to 

10 

to 

15 

to 

20 

to 

25 

to 

30 

to 

35 

to 

45 

to 

55 

to 

Tota 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

45 

55 

65 

Pulmonary — 

Male 

1 

— 

— 

3 

2 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

16 

Female 

2 

— 

— 

— 

4 

3 

1 

7 

4 

— 

21 

N  on-Pulmonary- 
Male 

5 

2 

1 

1 

9 

Female 

6 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— * 

1 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Total  56 


TABLE  VII. 


M. 

Cases  in  Sanatoria  on  January  1st,  1923  ...  7 

Cases  sent  during  the  year . 37 

Cases  Discharged  during  the  year . 37 

Cases  in  Sanatoria  on  December  31st,  1923  7 


F. 

C. 

Total. 

4 

1 

12 

25 

3 

65 

24 

2 

63 

5 

2 

14 

(Of  which  11  were  Ex-service  Men.) 
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TABLE  VIII. 

SPUTUM  EXAMINATIONS. 


Dispensary  ... 
Private  Practitioners 


Total 


Positive 

Negative 

Total 

20 

88 

108 

18 

64 

82 

38 

152 

190 

TABLE  IX. 

HOME  CONDITIONS  OF  NEW  CASES  (VISITED  FOR  1st  TIME 


Dirty 

Fairly 

Clean  Clean 

Good  Moderate 

Light  Light  Damp  Close 

Through 

Ventilatioi 

31 

31  71 

89  44 

14  17 

102 

Back- 

Defective 

Windows  open 

Windows  open 

Over¬ 

to-back 

Windows 

Day  and  Night 

days  only 

crowding 

31 

9 

66 

35 

35 

\ 


TABLE  X. 


SLEEPING  ARRANGEMENTS. 


Separate 

Bed¬ 

rooms 

Separate  Bed,  but  others  in 
Room. 

Others  in  Bed. 

Number  in  Room. 

26 

12  3  4 

5 

1 

2  3 

4 

8  16  4  1 

5 

48 

20  4 

1 

SIZES  OF  HOUSES  VISITED. 
Number  of  Rooms  in  House. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Over  6. 

— 

3 

29 

42 

21 

25 

13 
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AFTER  HISTORY  OF  PATIENTS  DISCHARGED  FROM 
SANATORIUM  DURING  1921,  1922,  and  1923. 


1921. 

Conditions 

at  end  of  the 

year. 

State  on  Admission. 

1921 

1922 

1923 

Advanced  (22  cases). 

Dead 

...  8 

(36%) 

15 

(67%) 

18 

(81%) 

Worse  or  I.S.Q. 

...  9 

(41%) 

5 

(23%) 

2 

(  9%) 

Improved 

...  4 

(18%) 

1 

(  5%) 

1 

(  5%) 

Left  District 

...  1 

(  5%) 

1 

(  5%) 

1 

(  5%) 

Intermediate  (9  cases). 

Dead  ...  ... 

...  0 

— 

2 

(22%) 

3 

(33%) 

Worse  or  I.S.Q. 

...  1 

(11%) 

1 

(11%) 

1 

(11%) 

Improved 

...  8 

(89%) 

6 

(67%) 

5 

(56%) 

Left  District 

...  0 

— 

0 

— 

0 

— 

Early  (4  cases). 

Dead 

...  0 

- — 

0 

— 

0 

— 

Worse  or  I.S.Q. 

...  0 

— 

0 

— 

0 

— 

Improved 

...  4 

(100%) 

2 

(50%) 

2 

(50%) 

Left  District 

...  0 

- - 

2 

(50%) 

2 

(50%) 

Observation  (2  cases). 

Not  T.B. 

...  (100%) 

(100%) 

(100%) 

not  T.B. 

not  T.B. 

not  T.B. 

1922. 

Advanced  (11  cases). 

Dead  ...  ... 

•  •  a 

8 

(73%) 

11 

(100%) 

Worse  or  I.S.Q. 

•  •  • 

3 

(27%) 

0 

— 

Improved 

•  •  t 

0 

— 

0 

— 

Left  District 

•  •  • 

0 

— 

0 

— 

Intermediate  (10  cases) 

Dead 

a  a  • 

0 

— 

0 

— 

Worse  or  I.S.Q. 

•  •  • 

0 

— 

3 

(30%) 

Improved 

•  a  • 

10 

(100%) 

7 

(70%) 

Left  District 

a  a  a 

0 

— 

0 

— 

Early  (7  cases). 

Dead  ...  ... 

t  •  » 

0 

— 

0 

— 

Worse  or  I.S.Q. 

a  a  * 

0 

— 

0 

— 

Improved 

a  a  a 

7 

(100%) 

7 

(100%). 

Left  District 

•  a  • 

0 

— 

0 

— 

Observation  (8  cases). 

Not  T.B.  (100%)  (100%) 

(All  Ex-service  Men)  not  T.B.  not  T.B. 
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1923. 

Advanced  (31  cases) 
Dead 

Worse  or  I.S.Q. 
Improved 
Left  District 


12  (39%) 

16  (52%) 

2  (  6%) 

1  (  3%) 


Intermediate  (13  cases). 
Dead 

Worse  or  I.S.Q. 
Improved 
Left  District 


0  — 

0  — 

13  (100%) 
0  — 


Early  (3  cases). 
Dead 

Worse  or  I.  S.Q. 
Improved 
Left  District 


0  — 

0  — 

3  (100%) 
0  — 


Observation  (13  cases). 
Not  T.B. 


(100%) 

not  T.B. 


SUMMARY  FOR  THREE  YEARS,  192M923. 

Left 

Dead.  I.S.Q.  Improved.  District. 


Advanced 

64  cases  64% 

28% 

5% 

3% 

Intermediate 

32  „ 

10% 

12% 

78% 

0% 

Early 

14  „ 

0 

0 

86% 

14% 

Observation 

23  „ 

0 

0 

100% 

not  T.B. 
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Venereal  Disease. 


The  arrangement  with  the  General  Hospital,  Birmingham,  for 
the  treatment  of  Venereal  Disease  continued  during  1923,  without 
any  alteration  of  the  times.  Slight  alterations  have  recently  been 
made  and  the  complete  times  are  now  as  follows  : — 

Gonorrhoea. — Males.  Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and 

Friday,  4  to  6  p.m. 

Females.  Tuesday,  10  to  12  noon,  and  4  to  6 
p.m.  Thursday,  5  to  7  p.m. 

The  Centre  is  also  open  for  irrigation  as  follows  : — 

Males.  Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday, 
11  a.m.  to  7  p.m.  Tuesday  and 
Thursday,  3  to  7  p.m. 

Females.  Monday,  2  to  3  p.m. 

Syphilis. —  Males.  Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and 

Friday,  4  to  6  p.m. 

Females.  Tuesday,  10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 
Thursday,  5  to  7  p.m. 

Three  West  Bromwich  cases  were  treated  at  the  Guest  Hospital, 
Dudley,  during  the  year. 

The  classification  of  West  Bromwich  cases  treated  at  these 
Venereal  Disease  Clinics  is  as  follows  : — 


Syphilis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

...  15 

Gonorrhoea 

...  23 

Conditions  not  Veneral 

...  7 

Total 

...  45 

Toral  attendances  at  Out-Patient  Clinic 

...  798 

Aggregate  number  of  “In-Patient  Days” 

...  48 

During  the  year  181  doses  of  Salvarsan  substitutes  were  sup¬ 
plied  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  Birmingham  for  use  for 
West  Bromwich  cases. 

Examinations  of  Pathological  Material. 

Spirochetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Gonococci  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Wasserman  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Car  Fares  to  the  amount  of  /3  -  0  -  6d.  were  paid  to  persons 
attending  the  General  Hospital  for  treatment  during  the  year. 
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Borough  Hospitals. 

o  O  o  •:  V  5 

The  Small  Pox  Hospital,  Friar  Park  (10  Beds). — This 
Institution  has  twice  been  opened  during  the  year  as  previously 
detailed,  two  cases  and  one  contact  being  admitted.  A  temporary 
nurse  was  engaged  on  each  occasion,  the  caretaker’s  husband,  who 
usually  works  on  the  Sewage  Farm  was  engaged  to  assist  his  wife 
in  the  necessary  domestic  duties,  and  the  food  was  supplied  daily 
from  the  Fever  Hospital,  where  most  of  the  cooking  was  done,  the 
food  being  sent  down  in  a  specially  purchased  “  hot-box.” 

Supervision  of  the  hospital  was  carried  out  by  the  Matron  of 
the  Fever  Hospital,  and  your  M.O.H.  was  in  medical  charge  of 
the  cases. 

Isolation  Hospital,  Cemetery  Lane  (50  Beds). — The 
pressure  on  the  available  accommodation  continued  until  towards 
the  end  of  the  second  quarter,  and  then  steadily  fell  to  the  end  of 
the  year. 

The  total  number  of  cases  admitted  was  354  of  which  342  were 
West  Bromwich  cases,  and  12  were  patients  fiom  Barr  Hall,  Wig- 
more  Schools,  Wednesbury,  and  Hampstead,  for  whom  payment 
was  made  by  the  Authority  concerned,  if,  in  the  case  of  the  Institu¬ 
tions  the  patient’s  usual  domicile  was  not  West  Bromwich. 

The  Matron  and  Nursing  Staff  have  continued  their  excellent 
work  and  especially  during  the  first  half  of  the  year  were  forced 
to  forego  many  periods  of  off  duty  time  owing  to  the  shortage 
of  Staff. 

The  cases  admitted  to  the  Hospital  were  classified  as  follows — 


Small  Pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  175 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  163 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Measles  and  Diphtheria .  2 


Total  ...  ...  354 

Deaths — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Diphtheria  and  Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Total  ... 
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Patients  in  Hospital  on  December  31st,  1923  .  16 

Tracheotomy  was  performed  on  five  cases,  four  of  whom  died. 

The  average  duration  of  detention  in  Hospital  was  : — 

Small  Pox  .  22  days 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Of  the  cases  admitted  as  Diphtheria,  11  proved  clinically,  and 
on  bacteriological  examination  not  to  be  suffering  from  the  disease, 
and  two  cases  admitted  as  Scarlet  Fever  proved  not  to  have  the 
disease. 


LABORATORY  REPORT  FOR  YEAR  1923. 

The  Laboratory  was  opened  for  doing  Throat  Swabs,  on 
February  27th,  1923,  although  Sputum  Examinations  were  being 
done  during  1921  and  1922. 

The  Culture  Media  are  bought  ready  prepared  from  Birmingham 
University,  and  the  used  cultures  are  returned. 

The  results  are  immediately  telephoned  to  the  Doctor  or 
Institution,  and  confirmed  by  written  report,  accompanied  by  a 
clean  and  sterile  out-fit,  sent  by  post.  Tests  for  virulence  of 
organisms  are  still  done  at  the  University,  as  is  also  an  occasional 
more  elaborate  examination. 

That  the  Laboratory  has  justified  its  existence  is  manifest 
from  the  work  done,  and  also  that  the  average  cost  per  specimen 
is  a  fraction  under  9|d.,  as  against  the  University  charges  of  3/-  to 
5/-  per  specimen. 

A  schedule  of  numbers  of  specimens  examined,  result,  origin 
of  specimens,  and  the  total  cost  of  running  is  attached. 


ESTIMATED  COST  AT 

UNIVERSITY. 

£  s. 

d. 

Swabs  1,181  at  5/- 

•  •  • 

...  295  5 

0 

Contacts  212  at  3/- 

•  •  • 

31  16 

0 

Sputa  190  at  3/- 

•  •  • 

28  10 

0 

Others  9  at  5/- 

•  •  • 

...  2  5 

0 

£ 357  16 

0 

Cost  of  Laboratory 

•  •  • 

63  13 

0 

Amount  saved  ... 

•  •  • 

...  £294  3 

0 
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-Number  of  Throat  Swabs. 

Positive 

Negative 

Total 

(a) 

General  Practitioners 

...  179 

378 

557 

(b) 

Borough  Hospital 

...  137 

487 

624 

(c) 

Health  Department 

85 

127 

212 

Number  of  Sputum  Examinations. 

(a) 

General  Practitioners 

...  18 

63 

81 

(b) 

Dispensary 

...  20 

88 

108 

(c) 

Borough  Hospital 

•  •  » 

1 

1 

Other  Examinations. 

(a) 

Urine  ... 

•  •  * 

2 

2 

(b) 

Blood 

«  •  • 

3 

3 

(c) 

Cerebo-Spinal  Fluid 

*  *  » 

2 

2 

(d) 

Pus 

2 

2 

1393 


199 


9 


1592 


COST.  (Capital  Expenditure  is  not  included). 


Swabs  Bought  (126  doz.)  ... 

Telephone  Messages  (General  Practitioners,  319) 
,,  ,,  (Hospital,  127) 

(Health  Department,  51)  . 
Microscope  slides,  stains,  filter  papers,  etc. 
Electricity  (estimated) 

G”  as  ,,  ...  ...  ...  « 

Cleaning 

Sputum  Examination  Outfits 
Throat  Swab  Outfits 

Packing  paper,  etc.  . 

Laboratory  Report  Books  &  Slips 

Register 

Postages 


£  s.  d. 
...  25  4  0 
...  1  13  2 

...  0  13  2 

...0  5  3 
...  10  7  9 
...  4  18  7 

...5  10 

...  1  12  1 
...  2  14  0 

...3  0  0 
...0  5  0 
...  2  19  3 

...0  2  0 
...  4  18  2 


£63  13  8J 


eo|^C*5|^CO|-J<r-l|N  rHjd 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 


Staff. — Medical  Officers. — The  appointment  of  Dr.  Unsworth 
as  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Medical  Officer  and  Assistant 
School  Medical  Officer  in  place  of  the  four  general  practitioners 
who  had  been  attending  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  up  to  the 
beginning  of  December,  1922,  almost  immediately  resulted  in 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  mothers  who  were  seen  by  the  Medical 
Officer.  This  increase  was  anticipated  in  last  year’s  Annual 
Report,  in  that  Dr.  Unsworth  is  now  present  at  the  Centres  for 
the  whole  of  the  time  during  which  they  are  open,  and  consequently 
sees  a  number  of  mothers  who  under  the  old  regime  would  not 
have  waited  for  the  arrival  of  the  doctor,  or  who  would  have  come 
after  he  had  gone. 

Health  Visitors. — Miss  L.  Weale  resigned  her  appointment 
as  Health  Visitor  as  from  the  23rd  March,  1923,  and  Miss  F.  Wilkins 
was  appointed  in  her  place,  and  commenced  her  duties  on  the 
8th  April.  Throughout  the  year  there  has  only  been  three 
Health  Visitors,  Miss  S.  A.  Smith,  Miss  M.  W.  Pole,  and  Miss  F. 
Wilkins.  This  reduction  in  the  Staff  has  necessitated  the  re¬ 
arrangement  of  the  districts,  and  Miss  Smith  has  been  placed  in 
charge  of  Hill  Top  and  Lyndon  Centres  with  a  larger  and  more 
scattered  district,  but  one  which  has  actually  the  smallest  popula¬ 
tion.  Miss  Pole  continued  at  Greets  Green  Centre,  her  district 
being  enlarged  by  portions  of  the  old  Hill  Top  and  Town  Hall 
areas,  and  Miss  Wilkins  replaced  Miss  Weale  at  Spon  Lane  Centie, 
taking  on  that  district  and  dividing  the  remaindei  of  the  old  Town 
Hall  District  with  Miss  Smith. 

Clerical  Staff. — The  Clerical  Staff  remained  unaltered 
throughout  the  year,  and  valuable  services  were  rendered  by 
Miss  Tandy  and  Miss  Challis. 

Midwives. — Fifty  Midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practice 
in  the  Borough  during  the  year,  of  whom  34  were  trained  and  16 
untrained.  This  shows  an  increase  of  three  trained  Midwives,  and 
six  untrained,  due  mainly  to  the  fact  that  Midwives  living  outside 
the  district,  and  who  have  occasionally  attended  cases  within  the 
area  of  the  West  Bromwich  Supervising  Authority  have  been 
looked  up,  and  their  notification  of  intention  to  practice  has  been 
insisted  upon  more  stringently  than  in  previous  years. 

Of  the  34  trained  midwives,  three  were  subsidised  by  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  and  granted  an  income 
of  £120  per  annum,  paying  in  all  fees  received  by  them.  At  the 
end  of  the  Financial  Year,  31st  March,  1924,  two  of  these  three 
were  entitled  to  a  refund  of  £34  and  £25  :  18s.  :  6d.  respectively, 
while  the  other  one  who  had  during  the  year  been  moved  from  one 
part  of  the  town  to  another  had  paid  in  only  £14  less  than  her 
subsidy. 
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90.43%  of  the  births  were  attended  by  midwives,  and  in 
9.5%  of  these  cases  the  midwife  had  to  call  in  the  assistance  of  a 
doctor  owing  to  some  abnormality  during  labour  or  the  puerperium. 


The  following  is  a  classification  of  Records  received  under 
Rule  E.22  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  i.e.,  Records  for  sending 
for  Medical  Aid. 


E.22  (1)  (a)  Medical  Help — Mothers  Totals, 

Prolonged  Labour  ...  ...  60 

Malpresentation  ...  ...  12 

Lacerated  Perineum.  ...  32 

Post  Partum  Haemorrhage  8 
Antipartum  Haemorrhage  ...  2 

Adherent  Placenta  &  Retained 
Membranes  ...  ...  7 

Premature  Labour  ...  ...  3 

Rise  of  Temperature...  ...  3 

Illness  of  Mother  ...  ...  14 

Other  Ante-Natal  Abnor¬ 
malities  ...  ...  ...  6 

Puerperal  Insanity  ...  ...  1 

Mastitis  ...  ...  ...  1 

—  149 

Babies 

Feeble  Baby  ...  ...  ...  14 

Deformities  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  Causes  ...  ...  ...  3 

—  19 


(b)  Deaths  Mothers  ... 

Babies 

(c)  Still-births  ... 

(d)  Laying  out  the  Dead 

(e)  Liability  to  be  a  source  of 

Infection 

(f)  Artificial  Feeding  ... 

(g)  Inflammation  of  Eyes 

(2)  Change  of  Address 


34 

4 

1 

10 

2 

—  56 


Total  ...  224 


In  spite  of  the  reduction  in  Staff  there  is  an  increase  of  appioxi- 
mately  200  in  the  number  of  Home  Visits  paid  by  the  Health 
Visitors,  but  still  the  number  of  visits  paid  to  children  between 
the  ages  of  one  to  five  years  is  much  smaller  than  is  requisite,  and 
it  is  quite  impossible  for  the  three  visitors  to  re-visit  after  the  first 
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inspection  under  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  infants  under  one 
year  of  age  as  they  would  wish  or  as  is  desirable  if  the  best  results 
aie  to  be  obtained  from  Infant  Welfare  Work. 

The  number  of  Births  registered  in  the  Borough  would  according 
to  the  standard  originally  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
justify  the  employment  of  the  time  of  four  and  a  half  Health  Visitors, 
and  would  according  to  their  more  recent  ideas,  which  are  the 
outcome  of  experience  of  the  work  required  by  the  Health  Visitors 
throughout  the  country,  on  the  district  and  at  the  Infant  Welfare 
Centre,  justify  the  employment  of  six  Health  Visitors.  The 
experience  at  our  own  Infant  Welfare  Centres  bears  out  the  con¬ 
tention  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  that  it  is  quite  clear  that  the 
town  could  with  the  greatest  advantage  support  an  Infant  Welfare 
Centre  situated  somewhere  in  the  neighbouihood  of  the  Town  Hall, 
and  if  six  Health  Visitors  were  available,  and  five  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  existed,  each  Centre  could  be  in  charge  of  one  Health 
Visitor,  and  the  sixth  one  would  be  available  for  additional  assistants 
at  the  Centres  when  required.  At  the  same  time  it  could  reasonable 
be  expected  that  the  amount  of  following  up,  i.e.,  re-visiting  could 
be  greatly  increased,  and  a  greater  advantage  be  obtained  from  the 

amount  expended  on  this  work. 

•  *  .  •&  _ 

Maternal  Mortality. — This  was  at  the  rate  of  2.68  per  1,000 
births,  compared  with  5.4  per  1,000  births  last  year,  there  being 
no  death  due  to  Sepsis  compared  with  seven  last  year.  Deaths 
from  other  causes  being  five  compared  with  four  last  year.  It  is 
probable  that  three  of  these  five  might  have  been  avoided  had 
proper  Ante-Natal  attention  been  obtained,  and  I  would  once  more 
■stress  the  importance  of  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  Ante-Natal 
Care,  which  is  now  known  to  be  of  the  utmost  advantage,  not  only 
to  the  mother  but  to  the  child.  Certain  early  recognisable  abnor¬ 
malities  are  easily  remedible  before  birth,  and  if  these  abnormalities 
are  corrected,  both  Maternal  and  Infant  Mortality  would  be  con¬ 
siderably  reduced  ;  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  would  be  less  frequent, 
and  there  is  very  little  doubt  that  a  large  number  of  babies  who  are 
born  alive,  but  weakly,  would  have  a  much  better  chance  of  being 
born  strong  and  healthy,  both  mentally  and  physically. 

At  present  it  is  difficult  to  pursuade  a  woman  who  has  on  a 
previous  occasion  had  an  abnormal  confinement  to  submit  during 
a  subsequent  pregnancy  to  examination,  in  order  to  prevent  a 
recurrence  of  similar  abnormalities. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  have  through 
their  Medical  Officer  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  mothers  of  the 
town,  facilities  for  this  Ante-Natal  examination,  but  these  facilities 
are  not  taken  advantage  of  in  anything  like  the  number  of  instances 
that  one  knows  must  be  necessary. 
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Infant  Mortality. — I  have  once  more  a  low  record  to  report, 
namely,  87.8  per  1,000  births,  being  0.8.  lower  than  last  year. 
There  was  a  slight  rise  in  the  incidence  of  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  ; 
Respiratory  Diseases  show  a  reduction,  as  also  do  Congenital 
Malformations,  Debility,  and  Marasmus.  Deaths  from  Premature 
Birth,  however  are  the  same  as  last  year. 

I  would  still  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  out  of  the  164 
deaths  under  one  year  of  age,  68  occurred  the  first  four  weeks 
of  life. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  OF  PARTURIENT  WOMEN 

AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 

Puerperal  Fever.— Only  three  cases  were  notified  during 
the  year,  two  of  which  were  primarily  attended  by  doctors  and  one 
by  a  midwife.  Two  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital,  and  in  no 
case  was  the  Fever  due  to  Venereal  Disease.  In  all  cases  the 
mothers  recovered,  but  two  babies  subsequently  died.  This  very 
low  incidence  of  Sepsis  speaks  highly  for  the  efficiency  of  the  mid¬ 
wifery  services  in  the  town,  especially  when  the  extremely  unsuitable 
housing  conditions  are  taken  into  consideration. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — No  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neona¬ 
torum  was  notified  duiing  the  year  either  by  doctors  or  midwives, 
but  in  44  cases  very  slight  inflamation  of  the  eyes  in  children  under 
five  were  notified  by  Health  Visitors  either  at  the  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  or  duiing  their  visits,  and  these  cases  weie  referred  to  the 
District  Nursing  Association  for  treatment. 

Measles.— The  epidemic  referred  to  in  last  year’s  Report  as 
existing  in  Greets  Green  and  Lyng  Districts  continued  during  the 
early  part  of  the  year,  and  resulted  in  the  death  of  seven  infants, 
under  one  year,  17  between  one  and  two  years,  and  14  between 
two  and  five  years.  Thirty-seven  out  of  the  39  deaths  from  Measles 
occurring  in  children  under  five  years  of  age. 

Epidemic  Diarrhoea. — This  disease  once  more  existed  only 
in  sporadic  form,  and  in  no  district  of  the  town  reached  epidemic 
proportions  although  the  number  of  deaths  was  rather  in  excess 
of  last  year’s  figure. 

Whooping  Cough. — The  epidemic  referred  to  in  last  year’s 
report  rapidly  died  out,  and  caused  only  two  deaths  of  children 
under  five  neither  of  these  being  under  one  year  old. 

District  Nursing. — As  in  previous  years  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee  of  the  West  Bromwich  Corporation  paid 
to  the  District  Nursing  Association  the  sum  of  £100  for  home 
nursing  of  children  under  five  years.  190  cases  were  submitted 
to  the  nurses  for  attendance, 71  by  private  doctors,  and  109  by 
•  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  by  Hospitals  10,  and  to  those  cases 
-the  nurses  paid  3,667  visits. 
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The  summary  of  the  cases  attended  is  as  follows 


Inflamed  Eyes  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  •  «  *  « 

44 

Broncho  Pneumonia  . . . 

•  •  •  •••  ••• 

16 

Influenzal  Pneumonia 

•  ••  •  •  •  ••• 

13 

Impetigo 

•  • •  •••  •  •  • 

16 

Abscesses  (various) 

•  •  •  •••  •  «  i 

24 

Septic  Operation  cases  (Circumcision,  etc). 

7 

Worms  ... 

•  •  •  •••  ••• 

20 

Burns  and  Scalds 

•  ••  •  •  •  ••• 

6 

Various  ... 

•  •  •  •••  •  •  • 

31 

Otorrhoea 

•  •  o  •  ••• 

13 

Total  ... 

190 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. — The  arrangements  at  the  Infant 
Welfare  Centres  remained  unaltered  during  the  year,  the  numbers 
showing  a  steady  increase.  This  increase  was  attributed  by  some 
to  the  activities  due  to  Baby  Week  Celebrations,  but  it  was  grati¬ 
fying  to  notice  that  the  figures  for  attendance  at  the  Centres  for 
October,  November,  and  December,  still  continued  to  show  approxi¬ 
mately  the  same  proportionate  increase  as  was  noticeable  during 
the  previous  three  months. 

The  labours  of  the  Voluntary  Workers  at  the  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  were  heavier  than  ever,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Committee 
and  the  permanent  Staff  are  due  to  the  many  ladies  who  regularly, 
and  very  efficiently  rendered  assistance  without  which  the  work 
of  the  Centres  must  have  been  reduced. 

Baby  Week.' — Organisation. — In  June  it  was  decided  that 
October  8th  to  13th  should  be  set  apart  as  a  Health  and  Baby 
Week,  and  in  order  that  as  representative  a  Committee  as  possible 
should  be  formed,  the  Mayor  invited  all  the  Committees  of  the 
Council  which  might  be  interested  to  appoint  three  representatives 
to  serve  on  the  Health  and  Baby  Week  Committee.  Invitations 
were  also  sent  to  the  Voluntary  Infant  Welfare  Committee,  Insurance 
Committee,  Board  of  Guardians,  Teachers  Organisations,  the 
Clergy  of  all  Denominations,  and  the  Press,  and  each  appointed 
representatives  to  serve  on  the  General  Committee.  From  this 
Committee  certain  Sub-Committees  were  formed  to  deal  with 
particular  sections  of  the  campaign. 

Programme. — It  was  arranged  that  the  main  celebrations 
should  be  in  the  Town  Hall,  loaned  free  by  the  Council,  and  that 
an  Exhibition  be  held  concurrently  with  Lectures  therein.  The 
Exhibition  was  held  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday,  and 
Lectures  delivered  in  the  evenings,  the  Prize  Distributions  and 
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Pram  Parade  being  held  in  the  afternoons.  Lantern  Lectures 
were  arranged  each  evening  and  proved  a  most  efficient  method 
of  educating  the  public.  These  Lectures  were  delivered  in  very 
elementary  language  by  the  M.O.H.,  who  likened  good  and  bad 
fairies  to  the  various  Bacilli  ;  by  a  prominent  local  Veterinary 
Surgeon  on  the  importance  of  a  clean  milk  supply  ;  by  a  Lecturer 
from  Messrs.  Gibbs  and  Co.,  of  London,  on  Dental  Hygiene  ;  and 
by  the  founder  of  a  school  for  Tubercular  Children,  who  most 
ably  illustrated  the  best  natural  methods  of  combating  the  disease. 

LTnillustrated  Lectures  were  also  delivered  by  Miss  Norah 
March,  B.Sc.,  of  London,  on  “  Public  Health  and  You,”  and  by 
Dr.  Wilkins  of  Stafford  C.C.  who  chose  “  Individual  Responsibility 
for  the  Delicate  Child,”  for  his  subject.  Both  these  Lectures 
attracted  good  audiences,  and  were  very  instructive. 

Schools. — Lectures  on  Dental  Hygiene  and  the  Care  of  the 
Teeth,  were  given  at  the  schools  of  the  Borough  by  the  Lecturer 
from  Messrs.  Gibbs  of  London.  These  Lectures  were  illustrated 
by  charts,  and  each  child  was  given  leaflets  to  take  home  for  the 
information  of  their  parents.  The  Lecturer  offered  prizes  for  the 
best  Essay  on  his  Lectures. 

Propaganda. — Several  thousands  of  leaflets  were  issued 
throughout  the  Town  and  also  at  the  Exhibition,  and  the  various 
tradesmen  exhibited  cards  in  their  windows,  giving  particulars 
of  Lectures,  etc.,  Posters,  printed  at  the  Local  Art  School  were 
placed  outside  the  Public  Offices,  and  the  Walls  of  the  Exhibition 
were  emblazoned  with  Healthograms. 

These  Healthograms  were  also  made  up  into  Lantern  Slides 
and  were  shown  with  great  succes  at  the  Seven  Picture  Houses 
in  the  Borough.  Slides  were  also  shown  advertising  the  Health 
Exhibition  and  Lectures.  Copies  of  Illustrated  Posters  were 
obtained  and  posted  in  the  Exhibition. 

The  Clergy  were  asked  to  make  suitable  reference  to  Health 
and  Infant  Welfare  in  their  sermons  and  in  Sunday  Schools  on 
October  7th. 

Exhibition.— The  following  Stalls  were  arranged 

Mothers  Competition  Stall. —  New  Garments  made  from  Model 
Patterns.  Thrift  Garments  made  from  old  clothing.  (These 
Exhibits  were  articles  made  in  competition  by  mothers’  at  Centres 
and  Prizes  were  awarded). 

Model  Clothing  Stall. — Articles  made  by  members  of  the 
Committee,  etc.,  for  sale  at  slightly  above  cost. 
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Sanitary  Stall. — Exhibit  of  new  cans  and  churns  for  Milk 
Distribution.  Exhibit  showing  articles  salved  from  House  Refuse 
by  the  new  Fuel  and  Salvage  Plant.  Exhibit  of  articles  which 
should  not  be  placed  in  ashbins  (Garden  Refuse,  Explosives,  etc. 
(The  Foreman  of  the  Works  was  in  attendance  at  this  Stall  to  give 
the  public  information). 

Advertisement  Stall. — Samples  of  Foods,  Soaps,  etc.,  were 
■obtained  free  from  Firms,  and  sold  to  help  the  funds. 


Pathological  Stall. — Microscope  specimens  were  shown  through 
several  microscopes,  kindly  lent  by  members  of  the  Committee. 
Pathological  specimens  of  Human  and  Animal  Tuberculosis  were 
exhibited,  and  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  was  in  charge  to  give  advice. 

Model  Open  Air  T.B.  Shelter,  with  Sister  in  charge  to  explain. 

Model  of  New  Block  of  Fever  Hospital. — 'Demonstrated  by 
Nurses  from  the  Institution. 

The  Gas  Department  and  Electricity  Department  displayed 
a  number  of  exhibits  showing  labour  saving  and  smoke  saving 
devices,  and  clean  appliances  for  Heating,  Lighting,  and  Cooking. 

Pram  Parade. — The  Pram  Parade  with  43  entrants  took  place 
on  Tuesday  afternoon,  and  a  Motor  Pram,  quite  a  novelty  in  the 
Borough,  headed  the  Procession  occupied  by  the  Champion  Baby, 
and  driven  by  the  Health  Visitor  in  charge  of  the  Centre  attended 
by  this  infant.  The  prams  paraded  the  High  Street  from  the 
Town  Hall  to  Spon  Lane  and  back,  after  which  the  prams  were 
judged  foi  cleanliness  and  utility,  and  the  Prizes  were  distributed. 

Baby  Shows. — The  Baby  Show  proved  a  great  attraction,  and 
there  were  270  entries  in  the  following  classes — 3  to  9  months  ; 
9  to  18  months  ;  18  months  to  3  years ;  3  to  5  years,  ;  Delicate 
Babies  ;  and  Twins.  The  Judges  were  doctors  from  other  localities, 
and  the  final  judging  was  done  by  a  Board  of  three.  (Dr.  Blaker, 
M.O.H.,  Dudley,  Dr.  Haller,  Ast.  M.O.H.,  and  Miss  Carter,  Senior 
Health  Visitor  of  Wolverhampton). 

Prizes. — The  Prizes  for  Baby  Shows,  Mothercraft,  and  Attend¬ 
ances  at  Centres,  were  presented  on  Thursday,  at  the  Opening  of 
the  Exhibition,  the  mothers  being  provided  with  tea.  Additional 
Prizes  each  to  the  value  of  10/6,  to  take  the  form  of  a  portrait  of 
the  Baby  were  kindly  presented  for  each  Class  by  the  Women’s 
Pictorial,  and  a  Prize  to  the  value  of  One  Guinea  to  take  similar 
form  to  the  Champion  Baby. 
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Previous  Prize  Winners. — In  order  to  see  what  progress  the 
children  had  made,  the  winners  of  Prizes  in  previous  Baby  Shows 
in  West  Bromwich,  were  invited  to  parade  at  the  Exhibition  on 
the  Wednesday  afternoon.  Some  40  paraded  and  proved  a  great 
attraction.  They  and  their  mothers  were  provided  with  tea,  and 
the  children  were  also  presented  each  with  a  book. 


Press  Publicity The  whole  of  the  back  page  of  a  Local  Paper 
was  devoted  for  two  weeks  to  Health  Week,  displaying  appropriate 
adverts  around  the  news,  and  from  the  commencement  of  the 
Campaign  in  June,  the  public  were  kept  well  informed  through  the 
Press  of  the  progress  of  the  Committee  and  arrangements  made 
for  celebrating  Health  Week. 


Finance. — The  total  cost  of  the  week  was  £91  :  16s.  :  4d.,  of 
which  £41  was  paid  by  the  Sanitary  Committee  and  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Committee,  the  remainder  being  met  by  a  Volun¬ 
tary  Fund.  The  donations,  etc.,  received  for  the  Voluntary  Fund 
amounted  to  £37  :  7s.  :  6d.,  and  to  this  must  be  added  Profits  from 
Advertisement  Stall,  £5  :  12s.  :  Id.  ;  Work  Stall,  £5  :  18s.  :  lOd.  ; 
Teas,  £5  :  9s.  :  9d.  ;  Jumble  Sale,  £3  :  Os.  :  6d.,  making  a  total  of 
£57  :  8s.  :  8d.  After  paying  its  quota,  the  Voluntary  Fund  had  a 
Credit  Balance  of  £7  :  13s.  :  6d.,  and  from  this  a  subscription  of 
£5  :  5s.  :  Od.  was  forwarded  to  the  National  Baby  Week  Council 
in  recognition  of  valuable  assistance  given  in  Organising  the  Week, 
and  for  the  promotion  of  such  Weeks. 


Astor  Shield. — An  account  of  the  Campaign  was  sent  to  the 
National  Baby  Week  Council,  together  with  complete  Press  Cuttings, 
lists  of  Prize  Winners,  copies  of  leaflets  distributed,  etc.,  and  the 
value  of  the  propaganda  work  done  during  the  week  was  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  judges  to  be  such  that  West  Bromwich  was  placed 
first  in  the  country,  and  was  consequently  awarded  the  Astor 
Challenge  Shield,  presented  by  Lord  Astor,  Chairman  of  the  National 
Baby  Week  Council,  for  award  to  the  Committee  holding  the  most 
effective  Baby  Week  each  year. 

On  the  next  page  the  Healthograms  used,  are  set  out. 
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“HEALTHOGRAMS” 


The  best  side  of  Hospitals  is  the 
OUTSIDE. 

CLEANLINESS  is  as  near  GODLI¬ 
NESS  to-day  as  ever  it  was. 

ONE  Health  Week  will  help  you  to 
spend  FIFTY-TWO  Healthy  Weeks. 

When  DIRT  conies  in  at  the  window 
HEALTH  flies  out  by  the  DOOR. 

Where  there’s  LIFP1  there’s  “  SOAP.” 

The  shortest  cut  to  your  good  Health 
is  only  wide  enough  for  ONE  PERSON, 
THAT'S  YOU.  '~ 

HEALTH  is  of  the  MIND  as  well  as 
of  the  BODY — THINK  about  it. 

A  Tidy  House  matters  a  TIDY  LOT. 

Windows  OPEN  as  well  as  SHUT — 
KEEP  them  OPEN. 

TAKE  CARE  OF  YOUR  HEALTH, 
HEALTH  will  take  care  of  YOU. 

A  Hand  Scratched,  if  neglected,  may 
mean  a  “  Scratched  ”  Hand. 

The  Leading  LIGHTS  of  1924  are 
SUNLIGHT  and  DAYLIGHT. 

The  WRONG  time  to  value  HEALTH 
is  when  you  have  LOST  it. 

HEALTH  is  something  a  Millionaire 
can’t  buy,  and  yet  a  poor  man  can 
get  it  for  NOTHING — by  simply 
TAKING  CARE. 

Filth  spells  DISEASE  —  DISEASE 
spells  DEATH. 


GOOD  HEALTH  is  REAL  WEALTH. 

Let  there  be  nothing  “  clean  ” 
Forgotten. 

The  State  of  Cleanliness  is  the 
Healthiest  of  all  STATES. 

The  BEST  of  all  toasts  is  — "  TO  MY 
OWN  GOOD  HEALTH.” 


Gunpowder  DESTROYS  life,  Tooth- 
powder  PROLONGS  it. 

Clean  hands  at  Meals  will  bring  Clean 
Meals  to  hand. 


The  Cheapest  Medicine,^ 
The  quickest  cure, 

The  oldest  Doctor, 

The  Healthiest  Guest 
The  Truest  Pal, 


FRESH  AIR 


Health  stays  LONGEST  where  it’s 
made  MOST  WELCOME. 

A  HEALTHY  BODY  is  mother  and 
father  to  a  contented  MIND. 

Invest  your  Daylight  Savings  next 
year  in  OPEN  AIR.  Dividends  paid 
regularly,  shares  always  available,  and 
a  Healthy  Return  guaranteed. 

GOOD  HEALTH  puts  a  New  Com¬ 
plexion  on  things. 

Flies  circuit  from  Festering  filth  to 
Food  and  Fever. 


Troubles  seem  LIGHT  when  HEALTH 
is  RIGHT. 


IN  A  NUTSHELL, 

Flies 

ILTH 

00D 

EVER 

INISH. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  1923. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under 


1  Year  of  Age. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under  1  week  1 

1-2  weeks 

CO 

(D 

<D 

£ 

CO 

i 

03 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under  4 
weeks 

4  weeks  &  under 

3  months 

3  months  &  under 

6  months 

<D 

§2 

■n  O 

r3  3 

a  as 
o 

a 

CD 

9  months  &  under 

12  months 

d  otal  Deaths undei 

1  year 

A1  causes — Certified 

All  Causes — Uncertified 

38 

6 

8 

13 

3 

62 

6 

26 

1 

28 

•  •  • 

20 

1 

20 

•  •  • 

156 

8 

Small-pox 

•  •  ♦ 

Chicken-pox 

Measles  ... 

3 

4 

7 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping-Cough 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  ... 

Ervsipelas 

•  •  • 

Tuberculosis  Meningitis 

1 

1 

2 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases  ... 

1 

1 

Meningitis  {not  Tuberculous)  ... 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

3 

Convulsions 

3 

1 

4 

1 

1 

3 

•  •  • 

9 

Laryngitis 

Jo  • c  • 

Bronchitis 

1 

2 

3 

6 

7 

3 

1 

20 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

4 

8 

3 

4 

19 

Diarrhoea 

2 

1 

3 

Enteritis  ... 

1 

1 

4 

2 

2 

4 

13 

Gastritis  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Syuhilis  ... 

Rickets  ... 

1 

1 

Suffocation  overlying  ... 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Injury  at  Birth  ... 

2 

1 

3 

3 

Atelectasis 

3 

3 

1 

4 

Congenital  Malformations 

3 

1 

4 

... 

1 

*  •  • 

5 

Premature  Birth 

21 

1 

6 

1 

29 

5 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

34 

Atrophv  Debility  and 

Marasmus  ... 

8 

2 

2 

1 

13 

3 

1 

5 

,  ,  * 

22 

Other  Causes 

3 

1 

9 

1 

7 

1 

2 

1 

1 

12 

Totals 

44 

8 

13 

3 

68 

27 

28 

21 

20 

164 

Illegitimate 

4 

•  •  • 

•  •  0 

•  09 

4 

•  •  • 

3 

•  •  • 

3 

10 

Nett  Births  in  the  year  legitimate  1810 

illegitimate  56  1866 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of  legitimate  intants  154 

illegitimate  infants  10  164 


Deaths  per  1  000  Births  :  Legitimate  85.0.  Illegitimate  178.5. 

Total*  87.8. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES  SINCE  FIRST  RECORDED 


Year 

Rate 

Y  ear- 

Rate 

Year 

Rate 

1872 

152 

1882 

158 

1892 

171 

1873 

163 

1883 

177 

1893 

211 

1874 

156 

1884 

180 

1894 

152 

1875 

160 

1885 

176 

1895 

157 

1876 

144 

1886 

169 

1896 

118 

1877 

162 

1887 

158 

1897 

175 

1878 

159 

1888 

158 

1898 

182 

1879 

167 

1889 

175 

1899 

179 

1880 

152 

1890 

170 

1900 

191 

1881 

152 

1891 

172 

1901 

163 

DecennialAver.  1 56.7 

DecennialAver.  1 69.3 

DecennialAver.  1 69.9 

1902 

162 

1912 

122.5 

1922 

88.6 

1903 

164 

1913 

140.4 

1923 

87.8 

1904 

149 

1914 

104.4 

1905 

150 

1915 

133.1 

1906 

159 

1916 

89.8 

1907 

151 

1917 

121.5 

1908 

140 

1918 

113.1 

1909 

152 

1919 

103.0 

1910 

106.5 

1920 

109.2 

1911 

139.5 

1921 

96.9 

DecennialAver.  1 47.3 

DecennialAver.  1 13.3 
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ANALYSIS  OF  INFANT  DEATHS— 1923. 


Deaths— 

Under  1  Year 
Of  these  under  1  Month 
Over  1  and  under  2  Years 
Over  2  and  under  5  Years 


164 

67 

63 

74 


Investigated — 

Under  1  Month 
Under  1  Year 

1- 2  Years  ... 

2- 5  Years  ... 


65 

87 

60 

63 


Results  of  Investigations — 

Feeding — (Deaths  up  to  1  Year) 

Died  before  feeding 
Breast  Fed 
Breast  and  Bottle  fed 
Spoon  or  Bottle  fed  ... 

Wrong  feeding 

Premature  (Deaths  under  5  Years) 

Weakly  at  Birth 

Illegitimate  ,,  ,, 

Dirty  Houses 
Mothers  working 


23 

93 

7 

27 

1 

38 

80 

6 

29 


HEALTH  VISITORS. 

Routine  Work  of  Investigations  Under  the 
Notification  of  Births  Act.  . 


No.  of  Notifications  of  Births  Received  ...  ..,  ...  1956 

Notified  by  Midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1769 

Notified  by  Parents  and  Doctors  ...  ...  ...  ...  187 

Live  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1894 

Still  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Births  not  Notified  or  Notified  Late  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

No.  Investigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1812 
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RESULTS  OF  INVESTIGATIONS — 1923. 
Infanis — Feeding. 

Breast  Fed  .  . 

Spoon  or  Bottle  Fed 

Breast  and  Bottle  Fed . 

Breast  and  Spoon  Fed  ... 

Died  before  being  Fed . 

Supplementary  Sop  Feeding  . 

Prematurely  Bom 
Healthy 
Fairly  Healthy 
Unhealthy 

Illegitimate  ...  . . . 

Parents. 

Mothers  Unhealthy 
,,  Died 
Fathers  Unhealthy 

Died  .: . 

No.  of  Dirty  Houses 
Mothers  Working 


1515 

80 

62 

4 

25 

4 

100 

1479 

70 

143 

21 


50 

5 

26 

9 

221 

2 


STILLBIRTHS. 

No.  Notified  ...  . 

No.  Investigated . 

No.  not  Investigated  . 

* — Exclusive  of  3  in  the  Infirmary. 


62 

53 

*6 


Results  of  Investigations. 

Parents. 

Mothers  Unhealthy  .  . .  5 

Fathers  Unhealthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Mothers  Died  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Fathers  Died 

Dirty  Hon  ses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Mothers  Working  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Infants. 

Prematurely  Born  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Twin  2 


1st  Pregnancy 

Ages  of  Mothers  18  to  30  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

—  14 

2nd  Pregnancy 

Ages  of  Mothers  24  to  45 

1st  Still-Birth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

1 o  tli  f  t  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

—  6 
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3rd  Pregnancy 

Ages  of  Mothers  26  to  34 
1st  Still-Birth 
2nd 
3rd 

C/ 1  V_4  i  )  «  ♦  •  ••• 


o 

o 


—  7 


4th  and  5th  Pregnancies 
Ages  of  Mothers  28  to  43 
1st  Still-Birth 
4th 

A  V  11  )  )  •  *  »  ••• 


12 

..  2 
—  14 


6th  to  8th  Pregnane}^ 

Ages  of  Mothers  25  to  40 
1st  Still-Birth 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 
5th 


9th  to  15th  Piegnancy 

Ages  of  Mothers  37  to  42 
1st  Still-Birth 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 
6th 


> ) 

y  > 


8 

1 

1 


10 


2 


Totals  ... 
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STATISTICAL  ANALYSIS  OF  WORK  OF  INFANT 

WELFARE  CENTRES. 


1  .-  STATISTICS  OF  DISTRICT— 1923. 


Area  in  Acies 
Population — Census  1921 


Mid.  1923  ... 


•  *  • 


•  *  • 


5,860  acres 
73,761 
77,600 


Births 
Birth  Rate 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


1866 

24.17 


Deaths  under  1  Year 

Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  Births 

Death  Rate  among  those  attending  Centre 


(under  5  years) 


..  164 

..  87.8 

20.2 
per  1000 
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2.— EXPECTANT  MOTHERS- -1923. 


No.  of  Expectant  Mothers  during  Year  .  51 

No.  of  Full-time  Births  ..»  .  28- 

No.  of  Premature  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3- 

No.  of  Miscarriages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  Still-Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Not  found  Pregnant  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Deaths 

Left  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Not  yet  Confined  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12: 

Total  Attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  267 


3  —RECORD  OF  BABIES.  See  Analysis  5. 
Children  on  Books,  January  1st 
N ew  Children  during  year 


3734 

831 


Total  on  Books,  December  31st 
Ceased  to  attend  since  Tanuarv  1st,  1922 


4565 

3820 


In  attendance  at  the  present  time 


745- 


No.  of  individual  Children  who  have  attended  during  year  1337 
New  Cases  under  1  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  693- 

Breast  Fed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  461 

Mixed  Fed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Bottle  Fed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  182: 

Age  of  Weaning  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  About  1 2  months 

No.  of  Children  over  1  year  placed  on  books  during  Year  ...  138 


4.— ATTENDANCE  OF  CHILDREN— 1923 
No.  of  attendances  of  Children  under  1  year  ... 

No.  of  attendances  of  Children  over  1  year  ... 

No.  of  Doctors’ .Sessions 

Attendances — Consultations  and  Weighings  ... 

Weighings  only  ... 


10365 

5767 

174 

2752 

13380 


Total  Attendances 


16132 


No.  of  Centre  Days — Spon  Lane 

Hill  Top  . . . 
Lyndon  . . . 
Greets  Green 


92. 

92 

46- 

91 


T  o  t  a  1  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Average  Attendance 

Proportion  of  Notified  Live  Births  attending  Centre 
Referred  for  Hospital  Treatment 


321 

50.2 

37.14 

75 
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5.— ANALYSIS  OF  LAPSED  CASES. 


Left  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Transferred  to  other  Centres  (a)  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Ceased  Attendance  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  731 

School  Age  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Deaths  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Total  No.  of  Lapsed  Cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  790 

Returned  Cases  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  93 

Final  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  ...  697 


(a)  Not  included  in  “  Left  District  ”  Total. 


6. — DEATHS.  Children  under  5  Years  attending  Centres. 


AGE  DISTRIBUTION 


Under  1  month  .  — 

1-3  months  ...  ...  3 

3-6  months  ...  ...  7 

6-9  months  ...  ...  3 

9-12  months  ...  ...  5 

1- 2  years  ...  ...  ...  7 

2- 5  years  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  ••  •••  27 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ...  11 

Bronchitis  5 

Measles  .  3 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  ...  2 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  1 

Rickets  ...  ...  ...  1 

Convulsions  ...  ...  1 

Atrophy  .  1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  1 

Heart  Failure  ...  ...  1 

Premature  Birth .  — 


27 


7.— MOTHERCRAFT  AND  OTHER  CLASSES  AND 

HEALTH  TALKS. 


No.  of  Mothers  Attending 
No.  of  Classes  held 
Total  Attendances 
Average  Attendances 


33 

67 

264 

4 


These  figures  refer  to  Spon  Lane  and  Hill  Top  Centres  only. 
Lyndon  and  Greets  Green  Centres  have  no  special  day  for  Classes 
but  Needlework  is  done  and  Health  Talks  given  during  the 

Weighing  Sessions. 
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8.— SALE  &  FREE  ISSUE  OF  DRIED  MILK,  ETC. 

£  s.  d.  £  s.  d. 

Total  cost  of  Dried  Milk  given  in  198 

Neccessitous  Cases  ...  ...  ...  406  17  6 

Cost  of  Dried  Milk  for  Sale  at  Centres  ...  1050  12  11 
Receipts  from  Sale  of  Dried  Milk  ...  ...  1 1 25  5  5 


Profit  on  Sale  ...  ...  ...  ...  74  12  6 


Nett  Cost  of  Dried  Milk  given  away  ...  332  5  0 


9.— ANALYSIS  OF  VISITS— 1923. 

STAFF  VISITS. 

Expectant  Mothers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  135 

Under  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1st  ...  ...  ...  1812 

Other  ...  ...  ...  6880 


8827 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1664 

Midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . *580 

Investigations  of  Relief  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  890 


Total .  12037 


* 


Including  45  Visits  re-Maternity  Fees. 
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SUMMARY  (for  reference)  OF  NURSING  ARRANGE¬ 
MENTS,  HOSPITALS  AND  OTHER  INSTITUTIONS 
AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME 
■(a)  General. 

West  Bromwich  District  Nursing  Association,  “  Akrill 
Home,”  Grange  Road,  West  Bromwich. 

The  Staff  consists  of  Matron  and  six  fully  trained  Nurses,  at 
least  three  of  whom  are  midwives  by  examination,  though  not 
practicing  midwifery.  This  Association  is  supported  by  Volun¬ 
tary  Funds,  but  contributions  are  made  from  the  Committees  of 
the  Corporation  as  follows  : — 

Sanitary  Committee. — £20  per  annum,  for  nursing  of 
Tubercular  people  on  Domiciliary  Treatment. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee. — £100  per 
annum  for  Home  Nursing  of  cases  of  Measles,  Oph¬ 
thalmia  Neonatorum,  Pneumonia,  etc.,  in  children 
under  five  years. 

Education  Committee. — £425  per  annum  for  Services  of 
School  Nurses  as  required  at  the  Central  Clinic,  Sub- 
Clinics,  visits  to  Schools,  and  following  up  of  defects. 

Cases  under  the  above  three  heads  are  notified  to  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  by  one  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  Corporation,  and  the 
Superintendent  in  turn,  notifies  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of 
any  cases  in  which  she  receives  requests  from  the  Private  Practi¬ 
tioners  for  the  attendance  of  a  nurse,  if  such  attendance  comes 
within  the  services  provided  for  the  Corporation  by  the  Association. 

.(b)  Infectious  Diseases. 

West  Bromwich  District  Nursing  Association  as  above,. 

Health  Visitors  when  circumstances  require  Home  Nursing  of 
Measles  or  Scarlet  Fever  or  Diphtheria  owing  to  congestion  of 
Hospital  Beds. 
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CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


Name. 

Situation. 

Nature  of 

whom 

Accommodation 

Pro¬ 

vided 

Maternity 

Spon  Lane 

Boulton  Road 

Pt.Priv. House 

&Child 

Great  Bridge 

Clarence  House, 

Ground  floor 

Welfare 

Great  Bridge 

of  shop  and 

Centres. 

part  ground 
floor  of  pri¬ 
vate  house. 

Hill  Top 

High  Street, 

Whole  of 

Hill  Top 

house  except¬ 
ing  Care¬ 
takers 
quarters. 

Lyndon 

Tenscore  Street 

ditto. 

School 

Central 

Lombard  Street 

Special 

O 

i— t 

Clinics. 

West 

Building 

H 

< 

Spon  Lane 

Spon  Lane 

Infants  Dept 

Ph 

o 

School 

small 

P-4 

cloakroom 

o 

converted. 

Hill  Top 

Hill  Top 

Part  of 

School 

Teachers 

Rooms 

converted. 

Great  Bridge 

Clarence  House 

2  rooms  in 
outbuildings 

Tuberculosis 

Dispensary 

2,  Lodge  Road 

Entire 
ground  floor 
with  Labora¬ 
tory  on  top 

floor 

General 

Newhall  Street 

Out-patient  * 

Hospital 

Birmingham 

Department 

Women’s 

Upper  Priory 

Out-patient 

Hospital 

Birmingham 

Department 

Venereal 

Diseases 

Midland  Skin 

Birmingham 

Out-patient 

and  Urinary 
Hospital 

Department 

Guest 

Dudley 

Out-patient 

Hospital 

Department 

*  Contract  with  Corporation. 
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HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDISED  BY  THE  LOCAL 
AUTHORITY  OR  BY  THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


Name. 

Situation. 

Nature  of 
Accommodation 

Tuberculosis 

Knightwick, 

Sanatorium 

Knightwick, 

Worcester 

Eight  Beds 

Holly  Lane 
Sanatorium 

Holly  Lane, 
Smethwick 

Five  Beds 
for  advanced 

cases 

Maternity 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Fever 

Borough 

Hospital 

Cemetery  Lane 
W.  B. 

50  Beds 

Small-Pox 

Friar  Park 
Hospital 

Friar  Park 
Sewage 

Farm 

10  Beds 

Children  Out-patient  tickets  purchased  as  required  by 

the  Education  Committee  and  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee  from  the  Royal  Ortho¬ 
paedic  and  Spinal  Hospital,  Birmingham,  and  the 
Ear  and  Throat  Hospital,  Birmingham. 

Other  The  West  Bromwich  and  District  Hospital, 

West  Bromwich  Poor  Law  Infirmary,  Hallam 

House,  The  General,  Queen’s,  Children’s,  Maternity, 
Women’s,  and  other  special  Hospitals  in  Birmingham 
provide  for  the  general  needs  of  the  population,  but 
are  not,  except  as  above  specified,  subsidised  by 
the  Corporation. 

INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  UNMARRIED 
MOTHERS,  ILLEGITIMATE  INFANTS,  AND  HOMELESS 

CHILDREN  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

Hallam  House,  West  Bromwich,  and  West  Bromwich  and 
Walsall  District  Schools  (Wigmore  Schools),  West  Bromwich. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

(a)  For  Infectious  Cases. — Motor  Ambulance  for  Scarlet 
Fever  and  Diphtheria.  Horse  Ambulance  for  Small  Pox. 

(b)  For  Non-Infectious  and  Accident  Cases. — Motor 

Ambulance  provided  by  Watch  Committee,  and  kept  at  Fire 
Station. 
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LIST  OF  ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BYE-LAWS,  AND  LOCAL 
REGULATIONS,  RELATING  TO  PUBLIC  HEALTH  IN 

FORCE  IN  BOROUGH. 


1854.  The  West  Bromwich  Improvement  Act,  1854. 

1855.  The  West  Bromwich  Improvement  Amendment  Act, 

1855. 


1865.  The  West  Bromwich  Improvement  Amendment  Act, 

1865. 


1900.  The  West  Bromwich  Corporation  Act,  1900. 

1903.  The  West  Bromwich  Corporation  Act,  1903. 

1913.  The  West  Bromwich  Corporation  Act,  1913. 


Adoptive  Acts  in  Force  in  West  Bromwich. 

Date  when  Act 
adopted. 

9th  Nov.,  1889.  The  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  1889, 
Came  into  force  in  the  Borough  on  the  9th  January, 
1890. 

4th  Mar.,  1891.  The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Came  into  force  in  the  Borough  on  the  1st  May,  1891. 

6th  May,  1891.  The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

(Parts  ii,  iii,  and  v).  Came  into  force  in  the  Borough 
on  the  1st  July,  1891. 

1st  Jan.,  1909.  The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907.  Came 

into  force  in  the  Borough  on  the  4th  February,  1909. 

6th  Jan.,  1909.  The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907, 

sec.  95.  Came  into  force  in  the  Borough  on  the 

26th  February,  1909. 

5th  March,  1913.  The  Public  Health  Act  Amendment  Act,  1907. 

Secs.  20,  21,  22,  28,  31,  33,  34,  35,  49,  51,  52,  54, 
55,  56,  57,  58,  62,  <63,  64,  and  66.  Came  into  force 
on  the  30th  October,  1913. 

7th  May,  1913.  The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 

Secs.  78,  79,  80,  81,  85,  and  86.  Came  into  force 
in  the  Borough  on  the  14th  June,  1913. 
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List  of  Bye-Laws  and  Regulations. 

Bye-Laws. 

11th  June,  1885.  Mortuary. 

14th  Oct.,  1898.  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  and  similar  structures. 
23rd  Oct.,  1899.  Slaughter-houses. 

23rd  June,  1899.  Public  Baths. 


18th  Sept.,  1901. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

20th  Dec.,  1904. 

Good  Rule  and  Government  of  the  Borough. 

26th  April,  1903. 

Offensive  Trades. 

14th  Oct.,  1905. 

Drainage  of  existing  Buildings. 

14th  Oct.,  1905.  New  Streets  and  Buildings  and  Alterations  of 
Buildings. 

16th  June,  1908.  Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 


7th  Oct.,  1913. 

Good  Rule  and  Government  of  the  Borough. 

10th  Feb.,  1914. 

Management  of  Sanitary  Conveniences,  etc. 

11th  Mar.,  1914. 

Prevention  of  Nuisances  arising  from  Snow. 

29th  Jan.,  1915. 

Prevention  of  Nuisances  arising  from  filth,  dust. 

ashes,  and  rubbish,  and  the  keeping  of  animals. 

10th  April,  1920.  Provision  of  Means  of  Escape  in  case  of  fire  in 
certain  factories  and  workshops. 

4th  Sept.,  1920.  Employment  of  Children. 


15th  Dec.,  1921. 

Humane  Slaughtering  of  Animals. 

1st  May,  1901. 

Rules  and  Regulations. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 

2nd  July,  1901. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

6th  July,  1921. 

Sheep  Dipping  (Sheep  Scab  Order,  1920). 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1923. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  twenty-fifth  Annual 
Report. 

In  spite  of  the  continued  depression  in  trade  and  consequent 
difficulty  in  inducing  owners  to  effect  sanitary  improvements 
owing  to  non-payment  of  rents  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  a  larger 
number  of  substantial  repairs  and  renovations  have  been  secured 
as  a  result  of  our  routine  work.  The  District  Inspectorial  Staff 
(consisting  of  Messrs.  W.  E.  Lyon,  W.  W.  Foakes,  and  J.  D.  Chance), 
and  the  Clerical  Staff  have  consistently  co-operated  in  maintaining 
the  efficiency  of  the  Department.  I  am  glad,  as  on  previous 
occasions,  to  testify  as  to  the  valuable  assistance  they  have  ren¬ 
dered  me. 

The  total  number  of  inspections  of  all  classes  was  35,  548. 

GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK. 

House-to-House  Inspections. 

The  systematic  inspections  required  by  the  Housing  (Inspec¬ 
tions  of  District)  Regulations,  1910,  were  continued. 

In  District  I  houses  in  Lyng  Ward  and  the  portion  of  Sandwell 
Ward  lying  between  the  east  side  of  New  Street  and  the  West  side 
of  Bull  Street,  together  with  portions  of  High  Street  and  Walsall 
Street  were  examined  ;  in  District  II  the  Town  Hall  and  Lyng 
Wards  were  completed,  whilst  in  District  III  houses  in  Lyndon 
and  Tantany  Wards  received  attention.  Although  in  District  III 
a  considerable  proportion  of  the  houses  examined  were  in  areas 
which  have  .been  scheduled  as  unhealthy,  this  was  more  than 
counter-balanced  by  the  houses  in  District  II  which  were  largely 
modern  in  character,  including  as  they  did  the  Lodge  and  Oak 
House  Estates,  so  that  the  results  obtained  may  be  regarded  as 
fairly  representing  the  conditions  under  which  the  various  sections 
of  the  working  classes  are  living. 

In  all  3,349  houses  in  79  streets  were  examined,  as  compared 
with  2,363  houses  in  59  streets  in  1922.  The  number  of  houses 
examined  is  I  believe  the  highest  on  record.  In  addition  to  these 
inhabited  houses,  a  large  number  of  lock-up  shops  in  High  Street 
were  also  inspected. 
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From  the  summary  given  in  Table  II  it  will  be  seen  that  of 
the  3,349  houses  inspected,  2,935  were  of  the  working  class  type,  or 
let  at  a  rental  not  exceeding  10/-  per  week,  and  that  414  were 
business  premises  or  houses  of  a  superior  type.  Three  thousand 
and  twenty-four  houses  were  of  the  through  type,  whilst  325  or 
9.7  per  cent  were  of  the  single  or  back-to-back  variety.  One 
hundred  and  eight  houses  had  a  single  bedroom  only  ;  1.670,  two 
bedrooms  and  1,571,  three  or  more  bedrooms. 

The  estimated  population  was  14,571,  or  an  average  of  4.4 
persons  per  house. 

One  hundred  and  ninety-three  houses  had  more  than  two 
inmates  per  room,  and  were  therefore  scheduled  as  over-crowded 
on  the  basis  adopted  by  the  Registrar  General.  In  498  instances 
or  14.9  per  cent,  there  were  two  or  more  families  residing  in  houses 
intended  for  the  use  of  one  family  only.  The  foregoing  figures 
show  an  apparent  improvement  on  those  for  the  preceding  year, 
when  the  average  number  of  occupants  per  house  was  4.6,  and  the 
per  centage  of  two  or  more  family  occupancy  per  house  17.2,  but 
misleading  inferences  may  be  drawn  from  average  figures  of  this 
character  unless  regard  be  had  to  locality  and  other  conditions. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  in  District  III  in  which  the  percentage  of  three 
bedroomed  houses  was  only  27.4,  as  compared  with  67.4  in  District 
II,  the  respective  average  populations  per  house  were  4.9  and  4.1, 
and  the  respective  percentages  of  two  or  more  family  occupancy 
were  16.5  and  13.8.  These  comparisons  go  to  show  that  it  is 
the  smaller  and  inferior  houses  which  contain  the  largest  number 
of  residents,  and  that  it  is  in  such  houses  that  we  get  the  most 
number  of  cases  of  two  or  more  family  occupancy. 

Many  of  the  individual  cases  of  over-crowding  were  of  so 
distressing  a  character  that  a  special  report  was  submitted  to  you 
and  on  your  instructions  copies  were  forwarded  to  members  of  the 
Housing  and  Town  Planning  Committee. 

Of  the  3,349  houses  examined,  87  were  scheduled  as  totally 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ;  279  owing  to  their  not  possessing 
through  means  of  ventilation  or  from  other  causes  were  described 
as  definitely  falling  below  a  reasonable  standard  of  fitness  ;  598 
houses  were  found  to  be  in  a  seriously  defective  condition  as  regarded 
their  state  of  repair  ,and  in  1,127  instances,  cleansing  of  walls  and 
ceilings,  and  minor  repairs  were  needed. 

In  1,258  cases  or  37.5  per  cent,  the  houses  were  reported  to 
be  in  a  reasonable  state  of  repair. 

MISCELLANEOUS  INSPECTIONS. 

The  total  number  of  inspections  of  common  yards  or  courts, 
and  houses  concerning  which  complaints  had  been  received,  was 

12,714. 
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The  importance  of  common  yard  inspections  has  been  empha¬ 
sized  in  previous  reports,  and  I  need  not  repeat  what  I  have  said 
on  other  occasions. 

Hitherto  little  action  has  been  taken  in  West  Bromwich  as 
regards  Smoke  Abatement,  but  in  consequence  of  repeated  com¬ 
plaints  respecting  the  emission  of  black  smoke  from  the  chimneys 
of  certain  works  some  31  observations  were  taken. 

NOTICES  SERVED  AND  PROCEEDINGS  TAKEN. 

Two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two  preliminary 
notices  relating  to  6,955  houses  were  served,  the  number  of  re¬ 
inspections  being  12,479. 

Acting  on  your  instructions  739  Statutory  Notices  were  served. 
Of  these  formal  notices,  545  were  issued  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts,  163  under  the  Housing  Acts,  and  31  under  our  Local  Acts. 

Four  summonses  were  issued  with  respect  to  non-compliance 
with  notices  to  abate  nuisances.  Two  of  these  cases  had  reference 
to  the  emission  of  black  smoke.  In  each  case  an  order  was.  made 
prohibiting  the  recurrence  of  the  nuisance  and  for  payment  of  costs. 
In  the  third  case  the  Defendant  was  ordered  to  put  a  house  into  a 
thorough  state  of  repair,  and  in  the  last  case,  as  the  necessary 
works  had  been  carried  out  after  an  adjournment  the  summons 
was  withdrawn  on  payment  of  costs. 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED. 

The  total  number  of  nuisances  abated  as  a  result  of  notices 
served  was  9,030. 

The  number  of  sanitary  improvements  was  8,869  which  exceeds 
our  previous  highest  record. 

One  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-nine  houses  were 
cleansed,  whitewashed,  distempered,  or  re-papered  ;  repairs  to  the 
internal  woodwork  plastering  or  brickwork  of  1,420  houses  being 
also  effected. 

Nine  hundred  and  forty-eight  roofs  were  made  water-tight  ; 
defective  spouting  was  renewed  or  repaired  in  1,028  instances, 
whilst  external  brickwork  was  re-pointed  or  covered  with  an  imper¬ 
vious  coating  in  306  instances. 

Eight  hundred  and  fifteen  filthy  and  dilapidated  out-buildings 
were  limewashed  or  repaired  ;  263  brick  sinks  were  repaired  or 
replaced  with  earthenware  sinks  ;  and  64  dangerous  wells  or  dis¬ 
used  rain  water  cisterns  were  filled  in  or  made  safe. 
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Fourteen  insanitary  dry  ashpits  were  abolished  and  galvanized 
ashbins  substituted.  Nine  hundred  and  eighty-two  new  ashbins 
were  provided  to  replace  worn  out  ones,  and  of  these  we  supplied 
51  in  default  of  compliance  with  notices.  We  also  carried  out 
the  conversion  of  six  dry  ashpits  in  default. 


The  continued  shortage  of  dwelling  houses  precluded  our 
taking  effective  action  to  diminish  the  abnormal  amount  of  over¬ 
crowding  prevailing  in  so  many  houses,  and  the  few  notices  actually 
served  dealt  only  with  some  particularly  bad  cases.  Two  hundred 
and  eighty-one  intimation  notices  were  addressed  to  occupiers 
with  respect  to  the  filthy  condition  of  sanitary  conveniences,  the 
improper  keeping  of  animals,  etc. 


WORK  UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ACTS. 

For  very  obvious  reasons  it  has  not  been  possible  to  proceed 
to  any  extent  with  closure  and  demolition  of  unfit  houses.  Seven 
closing  Orders  were  made  during  the  year,  two  with  respect  to 
unoccupied  and  derelict  houses,  one  with  respect  to  an  old 
workshop  used  as  a  dwelling  house  and  four  others.  Seven  demo¬ 
lition  Orders  were  also  made  and  in  one  case  the  house  was  demo¬ 
lished  in  connection  with  works  extensions. 


One  hundred  and  sixty- three  Statutory  Notices  relating  to 
303  houses  have  been  served  on  owners  under  Section  28  of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc..,  Act,  1919,  requiring  them  to  make 
the  dwelling  houses  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation. 


In  47  instances  specifications  were  drafted  and  builders  invited 
to  tender  for  the  necessary  repairs  in  default.  In  38  instances 
when  the  respective  owners  realised  that  Contractors  were  visiting 
the  premises  the  work  was  immediately  put  in  hand.  In  the 
remaining  nine  cases  our  own  builders  executed  the  repairs,  and 
work  to  the  value  of  /206  3s.  Od.  was  carried  out. 

Owing  to  technical  and  financial  difficulties  and  the  numerous 
legal  pitfalls  which  abound,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  utilise  this 
section  to  as  great  an  extent  as  we  could  have  desired. 


Proceedings  were  instituted  against  an  owner  for  failing  to 
comply  with  an  Order  to  pay  for  the  costs  of  the  work  executed 
in  1922.  The  Court  made  an  Order  for  payment  of  the  amount 
claimed,  together  with  costs,  at  the  rate  of  10/-  per  week. 
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THE  INSPECTION  OF  SLAUGHTERHOUSES 
AND  FOOD  SUPPLY. 

The  Meat  Inspector  (Mr.  W.  E.  Lyon)  reports  that  he  paid 
1,257  visits  to  slaughter-houses,  and  2,998  visits  to  butchers’  shops 
and  that  he  examined  1,525  sides  and  1,438  quarters  of  beef,  and 
1,998  carcases  of  sheep,  lambs,  or  pigs.  One  carcase  was  affected 
with  generalised  Tuberculosis,  and  there  were  18  cases  of  localised 
Tuberculosis  all  in  cows.  With  but  a  single  exception  the  Trades¬ 
men  concerned  gave  notice  to  the  Meat  Inspector,  and  the  affected 
parts  were  surrendered. 

In  the  remaining  case  the  Meat  Inspector  discovered  that  two 
fore-quarters  of  beef  affected  with  Tuberculosis  were  hanging  in  a 
butchei’s  shop.  He  immediately  communicated  with  me  and  I 
visited  the  premises  in  company  with  the  Meat  Inspector  and 
Veterinary  Inspector.  There  being  no  doubt  as  to  the  diseased 
condition  of  the  beef,  instructions  were  given  for  its  removal. 
The  occupier  of  the  shop  offering  active  opposition,  the  assistance 
of  the  Police  was  obtained  and  after  the  lapse  of  an  hour  or  so 
the  occupier  agreed  to  the  removal.  Two  summonses,  one  for 
exposing  the  diseased  fore-quarters  and  another  for  obstruction 
were  issued.  Defendant  was  fined  £40  for  exposing  the  diseased 
meat,  and  40/-  for  obstruction,  and  ordered  to  pay  £6  6s.  Od. 
special  costs.  In  default  of  paying  the  fines  and  costs  the  Defendant 
went  to  prison  for  three  months. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  the  foodstuffs  surrendered  or  destroyed 


lbs. 

Corned  Beef 

186 

Corned  Pork 

6 

Tinned  Salmon 

22 

Tinned  Tomatoes 

17 

Tinned  Peaches  ... 

12 

Tinned  Pineapple... 

6 

Tinned  Condensed  Milk  ... 

25 

Peas  ...  ...  ... 

308 

Eggs  . 

31 

cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

Total  unsound  mixed  foods 

•  •  • 

613 

or  5 

1 

25 

Diseased  or  unsound  Beef 

»•  » 

10 

0 

27 

Total 

15 

2 

24 

The  number  of  Condemnation  Orders  made  was  Nine. 

No  new  slaughter-house  Licenses  were  granted  during  the  year. 
There  are  at  present  28  slaughter-houses  on  the  Register,  of  which, 
11  are  subject  to  an  Annual  License. 

Six  hundred  and  eightv-nine  visits  were  paid  to  Fishm  >ngers’ 
Greengrocers’,  and  other  shops  from  which  food  is  purveyed. 
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THE  INSPECTION  OF  WORKSHOPS  AND  BAKEHOUSES. 

The  number  of  workshops  and  workshop  and  factory  bake¬ 
houses  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  186. 

Circular  letters  respecting  the  periodical  lime-washing  of 
bakehouses  were  despatch  ed  twice  during  the  year  and  the  premises 
subsequently  visited. 

Fourteen  Notices  were  received  from  the  Home  Office,  one 
of  which  related  to  the  cleansing  of  a  bakehouse,  11  to  insufficient 
or  unsuitable  sanitary  accommodation,  one  to  an  accumulation 
of  refuse  on  flooi  of  a  workshop,  and  one  to  insufficient  ventilation. 

INSPECTION  OF  DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS, 

AND  MILKSHOPS. 

There  has  been  an  unusually  large  number  (62)  of  applications 
to  be  registered  as  Purveyors  of  Milk.  This  is  largely  due  to  the 
circumstance  that  so  many  shop-keepers  had  commenced  to  retail 
Sterilized  Milk.  As  there  was  an  impression  afloat  that  registration 
was  unnecessary  for  this  purpose  an  advertisement  was  inserted 
in  the  Local  Press  directing  the  attention  of  dealers  to  their  respon¬ 
sibility  in  this  respect. 

In  view  of  the  additional  powers  given  by  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Act  of  1922  to  withhold  registration  in  certain  cases,  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  several  applications  was  adjourned  to  permit  occupiers 
to  provide  proper  means  of  storage,  it  being  recognised  that  the 
small  general  shop  in  which  various  commodities  of  a  fly-attracting 
and  dust  creating  nature  are  sold  is  a  most  unsuitable  place  for  the 
storage  of  milk. 

In  one  case,  an  occupier  who  had  applied  to  be  registered,  and 
who  had  no  suitable  means  of  storage  appeared  before  the  Executive 
Committee  to  show  cause  why  Registration  should  not  be  withheld. 
In  the  end  the  application  was  withdrawn.  The  total  number  of 
applications  granted  was  60. 

One  license  for  the  sale  of  Certified  Milk  was  granted,  as  was 
also  a  license  for  the  preparation  of  Pasteurized  Milk  but  in  the 
last  named  instance,  as  a  satisfactory  result  could  not  be  produced, 
the  attempt  was  abandoned. 

There  were  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  20  Cowsheds 
and  146  Dairies  and  Milkshops. 

I  made  522  inspections  of  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops, 
during  the  year. 
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WORK  UNDER  THE  SALE  OE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS 

During  the  year  140  samples  were  taken  under  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts  and  submitted  to  the  Borough  Analyst. 
Full  details  as  to  the  analytical  results  will  be  found  in  the  report 
of  the  Borough  Analyst  appended  hereto. 

Owing  to  one  of  the  samples  taken  at  the  close  of  the  year 
containing  Boron  preservatives  instructions  were  given  for  pro¬ 
ceedings  to  be  instituted. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES  AND  HOUSES 
LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

The  two  Common  Lodging  Houses  and  the  Houses  Let  in 
Lodgings  have  been  regularly  visited,  particular  attention  being 
directed  to  the  former  whilst  cases  of  Small  Pox  were  in  the 
Neighbourhood. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  DISINFECTION. 

Detailed  investigations  were  made  with  reference  to  the  two 
cases  of  Small  Pox  reported,  and  visits  made  to  Contacts  until 
the  expiration  of  the  Incubation  Period. 

Six  hundred  and  twenty-nine  rooms  were  disinfected  after 
cases  of  Infectious  Disease. 

WORK  UNDER  THE  MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACT,  1923. 

Several  enquiries  were  made  into  cases  of  alleged  Mental 
Deficiency,  but  in  view  of  the  rationing  system  adopted  by  the 
Home  Office,  and  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  accommodation, 
action  could  only  be  taken  in  the  following  three  cases. 

An  Order  was  obtained  for  the  transfer  of  B.G.  from  the 
Mental  Home  at  Knowle  to  Barr  Park  Colony,  which  Order  I 
carried  out.  The  Board  of  Control  having  subsequently  discovered 
that  the  original  Order  having  been  made  under  the  Idiots  Act,  a 
fresh  Order  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act  was  essential,  B.G. 
was  granted  leave  of  absence  to  her  home  in  West  Bromwich  when 
the  necessary  Certificate  and  Order  were  obtained,  and  she  was 
taken  back  to  Barr  Park  Colony. 

Criminal  proceedings  having  been  instituted  against  C.E.H. 
it  was  found  that  he  was  not  in  a  fit  state  to  plead,  and  consequently 
an  Order  was  made  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act  for  his  removal 
to  Hallam  House. 

In  the  case  ot  J.T.L.  who  was  also  charged  with  a  criminal 
offence  he  was  by  Older  of  the  Secretary  of  State  transferred  to 
Hallam  House,  and  the  cost  of  his  maintenance  ordered  to  be 
paid  by  the  Borough. 

Orders  for  contribution  by  parents  to  maintenance  of  B.G. 
and  J.T.L.  were  subsequently  obtained. 
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RENTS  RESTRICTION  ACT. 

Seven  applications  only  were  made  tor  Certificates  under  the 
Rents  Restriction  Act,  of  which  Six  were  granted. 

SANITARY  SUPERVISION  OF  THEATRES, 

MUSIC  HALLS,  ETC, 

The  usual  inspections  were  made  by  me  of  the  Local  Theatres 
and  Cinemas  prior  to  license^  being  granted.  Several  sanitary 
defects  were  remedied  at  the  Empire  Theatre,  and  in  the  case  of 
the  Theatre  Royal  the  issue  of  the  License  was  suspended  by  the 
Magistrates  until  certain  recommendations  which  I  had  made 
were  carried  out. 

REMOVAL  OF  NIGHTSOIL  AND  DRY  REFUSE. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1923,  there  were  231  privies,  and  approxi¬ 
mately  14,050  water  closets  in  connection  with  dwelling  houses, 
lock- up-shops,  and  public  buildings  in  the  Borough. 

The  percentage  of  houses  with  privies  is  now  about  1.7,  and 
with  but  very  few  exceptions  these  are  situate  in  the  unsewered 
portions  of  the  Borough. 

Several  occupiers  of  cottages  and  farms  in  the  Rural  portions 
of  the  Borough  emptied  their  own  privies  and  utilised  the  contents 
for  manurial  purposes.  The  remaining  privies  were  scavenged 
by  us  by  direct  labour,  the  total  number  of  emptying  being  265,  as 
compared  with  269  in  1922.  The  total  number  of  loads  collected 
was  412,  the  estimated  tonnage  being  824.  Although  the  work 
executed  was  practically  the  same,  the  cost  has  been  reduced  from 
£427  8s.  Od.  in  1922  to  £213  12s.  2d.,  the  cost  under  the  last 
year  of  the  old  contract  system  being  £465. 

The  approximate  number  of  ashbins  emptied  weekly  was 
11,750,  and  the  number  of  dry  ashpits  480,  the  contents  of  these, 
particularly  during  the  summer  months  being  systematically 
removed  at  short  intervals. 

Motor  transport  has  been  exclusively  employed  for  trans¬ 
port  purposes,  our  normal  fleet  being  One  F.W.D.  and  Five  Ford 
Motor  Vehicles,  which  are  hired  from  the  Motor  Transport  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Corporation.  The  Staff  engaged  in  collecting  purposes, 
consists  of  19  fillers  in  addition  to  the  drivers.  During  a  few 
weeks  in  the  summer  it  was  found  possible  to  dispense  with  a 
Ford  Vehicle  and  the  services  of  three  fillers,  but  this  was  counter¬ 
balanced  by  our  having  to  employ  additional  strength  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year. 
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In  all  we  collected  18,156  loads  of  refuse,  the  tonnage,  most 
of  which  was  definitely  ascertained  being  21,787,  the  corresponding 
figures  for  1922  being  20,343  and  22,519.  The  figures  indicate  a 
small  reduction  in  the  quantity  of  refuse  deposited  in  ashbins, 
possibly  as  a  result  of  the  persistent  advice  tendered  to  house¬ 
holders,  but  the  fact  that  the  quantity  collected  per  house  per 
annum  was  28.8  cwt.,  whereas  in  1913  it  was  20.5  shows  that  an 
absolutely  unnecessary  burden  is  imposed  upon  us. 

The  gross  cost  of  collection  of  dry  refuse  again  shows  a  decrease 
being  £6,557  4s.  lid.,  as  compared  with  £7,304  18s.  9d.  in  1922  ; 
£9,749  9s.  6d.  in  1921,  and  £8,408  18s.  Od.  in  1920. 

The  cost  of  collection  per  ton  was  6/0. 3d. ;  as  compared  with 
6/5. 9d.  in  1922,  and  7/11.6d.  in  1921.  These  tonnage  figures  are 
much  more  satisfactory  than  in  previous  years,  nearly  all  the  refuse 
being  taken  to  the  Refuse  Disposal  Works  where  it  is  weighed  in. 

Two  hundred  and  ninety-seven  tons  of  refuse  were  removed 
from  the  Workhouse  and  Wigmore  Schools. 

The  total  cost  of  refuse  removal  was  A3, 788  17s.  Id.,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  £7,707  11s.  8d.  in  1922;  £10,212  9s.  6d.  in  1921, 
and  £8,848  18s.  8d.  in  1920.  Refuse  removal  in  1923,  involved 
a  rate  of  7fd,  in  the  £,  the  cost  per  thousand  of  the  population 
being  £87,  and  per  house  per  annum  7/8. 8d. 

The  alterations  to  the  Washer  at  the  Refuse  Disposal  Works 
were  completed  in  February,  and  we  have  since  discontinued  the 
use  of  Wood  Lane  Tip,  the  dry  refuse  having  been  delivered  to 
the  Disposal  Works  since  March  25th  last. 

Unfortunately  further  difficulties  presented  themselves  owing 
to  complaints  from  the  Electricity  Department  that  their  intake 
from  the  Canal  was  injuriously  affected  by  the  effluent  from  the 
sludge  pit,  and  also  that  dust  from  the  outlets  and  hopper  was 
being  blown  into  their  works.  With  a  view  to  obviating  these 
complaints  it  was  agreed  (1)  that  a  pump  should  be  installed  to 
lift  the  contents  of  the  sludge  pit  on  to  the  cinder  mound,  and  (2) 
that  the  Electricity  Department  should  roof  in  and  cover  the 
space  between  the  Disposal  Works  and  the  Cooling  Tower  of  the 
Electricity  Works  the  Sanitary  Department  paying  half  the  cost. 
The  last  named  operation  was  carried  out,  but  although  two  pumps 
were  installed  by  the  Contractors,  the  last  one  was  not  in  proper 
working  order  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  result  of  this  sludge  pit 
difficulty  was  that  it  was  only  possible  to  produce  a  very  limited 
quantity  of  washed  cinder  and  our  anticipated  sales  were  therefore 
greatly  reduced. 
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The  gross  cost  of  the  Disposal  Works  including  Wages,  Lighting 
and  Power,  Repairs  and  Maintenance,  Lorry  hire  for  the  removal 
of  dust,  rates,  etc.,  but  excluding  capital  charges,  both  on  account 
of  the  existing  plant  and  also  of  the  Old  Destructor  Plant  was 
£3,184  2s.  6d. 


The  total  sales  amounted  to  £456  Os.  4d. 
up  as  follows  : — 


Washed  Cinders 

Scrap  Tron 

Bones 

Glass  Gullet 

Bottles  and  Jars 

Bagging 

Dust 


and  were  made 

£  s.  d. 

90  19  7 
279  10  10 
48  8  5 
17  18  2 
14  11  2 

1  12  0 
3  0  3 


£456  0  4 


Of  the  21,787  tons  of  refuse  collected  15,873  tons  were  dealt 
with  at  the  Disposal  Works,  the  remainder  having  been  tipped 
prior  to  the  re-opening  of  the  Works. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

H.  H.  SPEARS, 

Fellow  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Association, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


15th  April,  1924. 
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TABLE  I. 


1923 

House  to  House  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3349 

Other  Housing  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Miscellaneous  Inspections,  including  the  Inspection  of  com¬ 
mon  yards  and  houses  concerning  which  complaints 
have  been  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12714 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12479 

Visits  to  Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 257 

Visits  to  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  522 

Visits  to  Shops  (Butchers’)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2998 

Visits  to  Shops  (Fish,  Game,  and  Poultry)  ...  ...  689 

Visits  to  Bakehouses,  Factories  and  Workshops  ...  ...  153 

Visits  to  Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  178 

Visits  in  connection  with  Mental  Deficiency  Act  ...  ...  17 

Sundry  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1097 

Visits  to  Theatres,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 


Total  ...  ...  35548 


1923 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  Served  .  2822 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  Served  .  739 

Number  of  Letters  Written  to  Owners,  re  Nuisances  ...  275 

Number  of  Letters  Written  to  Owners,  re  Ashbins  ...  78 

Notices  Served  under  Canal  Boats  Acts  ...  ...  ...  1 

Reports  sent  to  Borough  Surveyor,  re  dangerous  Buildings, 

etc.  72 

Reports  sent  to  Water  Company,  re  Wastes  of  Water  ...  103 

Number  of  Rooms  Disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  629 

Applications  for  Certificates  under  Rent  Act  .  7 

Number  of  Certificates  Granted  .  6 
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TABLE  III. 


PRELIMINARY  NOTICES  SERVED  AND  NUMBER  OF 
HOUSES  IN  CONNECTION  THEREWITH. 


To  make  houses  fit  for  habitation  ... 

Notices 

Served. 

522 

Houses  iu 
connection 
with 
Notices. 

1726 

Dirty  and  Dilapidated  Houses  . 

530 

1223 

Dirty  and  Dilapidated  Out-Houses  ... 

234 

617 

Defective  Paving  and  Surface  Channels 

18 

55 

Defective  Eaves  and  Down  Spouting 

70 

187 

Choked  Drainage  and  W.C’s  ... 

273 

729 

Insufficient  Ashbin  Accommodation ... 

422 

1180 

Insufficient  Sanitary  Accommodation 

— 

— 

Foul,  Untrapped  Drainage  ... 

13 

44 

Defective  W.C.  connections  ... 

156 

432 

Dirty  State  of  Sanitary  Conveniences 

225 

225 

Overcrowded  Rooms  ... 

17 

17 

Animals  Improperly  Kept 

28 

28 

Dirty  Yards  and  Offensive  Accumulations  ... 

212 

219 

Water  in  Cellars 

8 

13 

Insufficient  Water  Supply 

62 

220 

Filthy  Bakehouses 

1 

1 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  not  in  accordance  with  the 
Regulations 

1 

I 

Slaughter-houses  not  in  accordance  with  the  Regu¬ 
lations 

7 

7 

Dangerous  Wells  and  Cisterns 

6 

14 

Miscellaneous  ... 

1 

1 

Workshops  with  insufficient  W.C.  Accommodation 

13 

13 

Notices  under  Rats’  Act 

3 

3 

Totals  ... 

2822 

6955 

TABLE  IV. 


SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  CARRIED  OUT  IN  DISTRICT 
IN  PURSUANCE  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE  AND 

NOTICES  SERVED. 


Interior  of  Houses. 

Filthy  Houses  Cleansed  and  Whitewashed  ...  ...  ...  1439 

Houses  in  which  Repairs  to  Plastering,  Brickwork  or  Wood¬ 
work  have  been  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  1420 

Flooded  Cellars  Drained  or  Filled  in  ...  ...  ...  22 

Houses  without  sufficient  means  of  Ventilation,  Window 

Openings,  or  other  means  provided  ...  ...  ...  146 
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Exterior  of  Houses. 

Defective  Roofs  made  Watertight  ...  ...  ...  ...  948 

Houses  without  Eaves  Spouting,  or  with  Choked  or  Defective 
Spouting — New  Spouting  provided  or  existing  Spouting 
Cleansed  and  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1028 

Damp  External  Walls,  Brickwork  Repaired  or  Covered  with 

Impervious  Material  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  306 

Dangerous  Chimneys  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  580 

Yards  and  Outbuildings. 

Surface  Paving  in  Yards  provided,  Renewed  or  Repaired  130 

Dangerous  Wells  or  Cisterns  filled  in  or  suitable  Covers 

provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

New  Earthenware  Sinks  provided  in  lieu  of  old  Brick  Sinks, 

or  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  263 

Dirty  and  Dilapidated  Outbuildings  Cleansed  and  Repaired  815 

Drainage. 

Absence  of,  or  insufficient  Drainage,  Premises  drained  and 

connected  to  Sewer  or  Cesspool...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Surface  Channels  abolished  and  Stoneware  Pipe  Drains 

provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  Drainage  Relaid  or  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  33 

Number  of  Manhole  Inspection  Chambers  provided  to 

Diainage  Systems  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Additional  Gullies  Fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Choked  Drainage  Opened  and  Cleansed  ..,  ...  ...  260 

Covers  provided  to  Inspection  Chambers  ...  ...  ...  15 

Cesspools  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Privies,  Water  Closets,  and  Ashpits. 

Privies  Abolished  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Middens  Abolished  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dry  Ashpits  Abolished  and  Dustbins  Substituted  ...  14 

Water  Closets  with  Flush  Cisterns  Substituted  for  Privies  6 

Fresh  Water  Closets  Substituted  for  Waste  Water  Closets  13 

Galvanised  Dustbins  provided  in  lieu  of  Middens  ...  ...  5 

Additional  Ashbins  Provided...  ...  ...  ...  ...  982 

Choked  Water  Closets  Opened  and  Cleansed  ...  ...  114 

Defective  W.C.  Connections  made  good  ...  ...  ...  284 

Insufficient  Supply  of  Water  to  W.C.'s.,  Flush  Improved  190 

Defective  Tippers  Renewed  and  Inspection  Chambers  pro¬ 
vided  to  Waste  Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Offensive  Urinals  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Keeping  of  Animals  and  Offensive  Accumulations. 

Nuisances  from  the  keeping  of  swine  abated  ...  ...  16 

Fowls  or  other  poultry  kept  in  Dwelling  Houses,  or  so  as  to 

be  a  nuisance — Removed  from  Premises  ...  ...  12 

Offensive  Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  89 

Animals  Improperly  Kept  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Overcrowding. 

Houses  overcrowded — Numbers  reduced  ...  ...  ...  16 

Miscellaneous. 

Manure  Pits  Provided  or  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Miscellaneous  Nuisances  Abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Dirty  Approaches  to  Privies  and  Conveniences  Cleansed  by 

Occupiers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  161 

Vans  removed  from  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Water  Supply. 

Houses  without  a  proper  supply  of  Drinking  Water,  Water 

Laid  On  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  00 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act. 

Dirty  and  Dilapidated  Bakehouses  or  Workshops  Cleansed 

or  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Additional  Closet  Accommodation  Provided  or  Existing 

Accommodation  Improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Miscellaneous  Improvements  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Slaughter-Houses. 

Floors  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Walls  Cleansed  and  Stripped  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Housing  and  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act. 

Houses  Unfit  for  Habitation— Closed  ...  ...  ...  1 

Houses  Unfit  for  Habitation — Demolished  ...  ...  1 


Total .  9030 
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TABLE  V. 

RESULTS  OF  LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 


Situation  of 
Premises. 

Nature  of 
Complaint. 

Act  under 
which  pro¬ 
ceedings 
Instituted. 

Results. 

75,  Great  Bridge 

Exposing  un- 

Sec.  117 

Fined  £40 

sound  meat 
for  Sale 

P.H.A.,  1875 

and  £6  6s. 
Special 

Costs  or 

3  months 
Imprison¬ 
ment. 

75,  Great  Bridge 

Obstruction 

Sec.  118 

P.H.A.  1875 

Fined  £2. 

Spring  Works, 

Smoke 

Sec.  96 

Order  for 

Walsall  Street 

Nuisance 

P.H.A.  1875 

Prohibition 
&  Payment 
of  Costs 
£3  5s.  6d. 

Sterilized  Milk 
Works, 

Walsall  Street 

ditto 

ditto 

Order  for 
Prohibition 
and  Payment 
of  Costs 
£1  6s.  6d. 

7,  Peter  Street 

Dirty  and 

Section  91 

Order  for 

Dilapidated 

House 

P.H.A.  1875 

Abatement 
of  Nuisance 
&  Payment 
of  Costs. 

19-25,  Pikehelve 
Street 

ditto 

ditto 

Case  ad¬ 
journed  for 
Execution 
of  Work. 
Summons 
withdrawn 
on  payment 
of  Costs. 
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TABLE  VI. 


HOUSING. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

(b)  As  part  of  a  Municipal  Housing  Scheme  ,  ...  15 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6171 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3349 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  . . .  2004 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal 

Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  815 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town 

Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1919 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  303 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  245 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  10 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declara¬ 
tions  by  owners  of  intention  to  close 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  1615 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1730 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  51 
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C. — Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing, 

Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling  houses  having 

been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  7 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demol;tion  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  t 
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Borough  Analyst’s  Report. 


To  the  Chairman ,  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee, 
County  Borough  of  West  Bromwich. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  report  that  during  the  year  1923,  140  samples  obtained 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  were  submitted  to  me  by  Mr. 
Spears. 

The  usual  practice  of  obtaining  a  portion  of  these  in  an  informal 
manner  was  followed,  as  dispensing  with  the  formalities  of  the  Act 
at  the  time  of  purchase  occasionally  aids  in  the  detection  of  adul¬ 
teration. 

Although  sixty-three  of  the  total  purchases  were  taken  infor¬ 
mally,  only  four  samples  by  this  piocedure  were  found  to  be  adul¬ 
terated,  and  the  departures  from  the  requirements  were  not  very 
serious. 

In  the  appended  table,  a  complete  list  of  the  articles  submitted 
for  analysis  is  given,  and  according  to  their  quality  they  are  divided 
into  three  classes,  viz  : — 

(1)  Genuine  and  of  good  quality. 

(2)  Genuine,  complying  with  the  necessarily  low  standards, 

but  of  poor  quality. 


(3)  Adulterated. 
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Total  Number  of 
Samples 

C/3 

Q) 

IB 

a 

WJ 

cl 

a 

-3 

Genuine 

Genuine 

bnt 

Inferior 

Samples 

Adulter¬ 

ated 

Samples 

Remarks 

Description  of  Article 

c3 

CD 

.2 

•§ 

S 

o 

a 

o 

fl 
►— ( 

2 

‘o 

sa 

o 

Informal 

Official 

Informal 

Official 

Informal 

Milk 

75 

75 

65 

•  •  • 

9 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

Boron  Pre- 

Butter  ... 

8 

1 

7 

1 

7 

servative 
present  in 
one  sample 
Boron 

Margarine 

4 

4 

4 

Preservative 
absent  in 
all  samples 
Boron 

Coffee 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

Preservative 
present  in 

3  samples 

Self-Raising 

Flour  ... 

6 

6 

6 

Flour 

1 

1 

1 

•  0  • 

Lard 

8 

8 

8 

•  »  • 

Castor  Oil 

8 

8 

8 

•  •  • 

Glycerine 

7 

7 

6 

1 

Sponge  Cake 

5 

5 

4 

1 

.5%  Boric 

Carbonate  of 
Magnesia 

3 

3 

3 

•  •  • 

Acid 

Pepper  ... 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

Indian  Bark 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Sweet  Spirits 
of  Nitre 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

Vinegar 

Borax  ... 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

Boracic  Acid  . . . 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

o  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Compound 

Liquorice 

Powder 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

Prescriptions  ... 

6 

•  •  • 

6 

•  •  • 

4 

. . . 

•  .  . 

. . . 

2 

140 

77 

63 

67 

59 

9 

•  •  . 

1 

4 

The  above  table  shows  that  five  samples — one  official  and 
four  informal — compared  with  nine  in  the  previous  year,  were 
found  to  be  adulterated,  the  percentage  of  condemned  articles 
falling  from  6.4  in  1922  to  3.5  in  1923. 

The  next  table  gives  a  list  of  adulterated  samples  with  par¬ 
ticulars  as  to  the  adulteration  and  the  action  taken  against  the 
vendors. 
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Description  of  Article 
and  Number  of  Sample 

Nature  and  extent  of 
Adulteration 

Remarks 

Glycerine  (informal) 
3306 

Excess  Water  4% 

Vendor  cautioned 
&further  samples 
to  be  taken 

Sponge  Cake 
(informal)  3288 

Boron  preservative 
present.  Per¬ 
centage  as  Boric 
Acid  .5% 

Vendor 

cautioned 

Milk  (official)  3352 

Boron  preservatives 
present.  Per¬ 
centage  stated  as 
Boric  Acid  .029% 

Vendor  appeared 
in  Juvenile  Court 
bound  over  for  12 
months  good 
behaviour  in  the 
sum  of  £20.  Paid 
Costs  3/6 

Prescription  (infor¬ 
mal)  3383 

21%of  Potassium 
Iodide  in  excess, 
also  deficient  of 

12%  Ammonium 
Carbonate 

Reported  to 

Health  Insurance 
Committee 

Prescription  (infor¬ 
mal)  3384 

Deficient  of  21% 
Ammonium 
Carbonate 

ditto 

Milk,  as  usual,  provided  nearly  half  the  samples  taken  by 
the  Inspector  and  although  nine  samples  were  of  low  quality,  it 
is  satisfactory  to  report  that  in  no  single  instance  did  the  con¬ 
stituents  fall  below  the  requirements  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 


An  uncommon  kind  of  adulteration  at  the  present  day  was, 
however,  detected,  as  a  supplier  from  a  neighbouring  Borough  was 
selling  in  West  Bromwich,  milk  containing  Boron  Preservatives. 
Considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  in  ascertaining  who  was 
really  responsible  for  the  supply,  and  the  actual  seller,  was  therefore, 
summoned.  At  the  hearing  in  Court,  the  Juvenile  Offenders'  Act 
was  pleaded  on  the  seller's  behalf,  and  the  youth  was  bound  over 
for  twelve  months’  good  behaviour. 
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The  facts  ascertained  by  the  prosecution  pointed  to  a  con¬ 
siderable  trade  being  done  in  this  stale  preserved  milk  in  West 
Bromwich  and  elsewhere,  and  the  proceedings  were  instrumental 
in  stopping  this  objectionable  and  injurious  trading.  All  the 
other  milks  were  free  from  preservatives. 

An  informal  sample  of  Sponge  Cake,  3288,  was  found  to  contain 
.5%  of  Boron  compounds  stated  as  Boric  Acid.  The  vendor  was 
cautioned  and  subsequent  samples  of  that  article  obtained  from 
the  confectioner  have  since  the  warning  proved  satisfactory. 

All  the  butters  and  margarines  proved  to  be  genuine.  In  the 
first  mentioned  articles,  Boron  Preservatives  were  absent,  but  three 
of  the  margarines  contained  small  percentages  of  Boric  Acid,  the 
quantities  being  well  below  the  suggested  limit  of  tolerance. 

A  sample  of  glycerine,  3306,  was  slightly  below  strength, 
further  samples  being  satisfactory. 

Of  the  six  Prescriptions  analysed,  two  were  condemned  as 
departing  too  widely  from  the  requirements,  the  results  being 
reported  to  the  Health  Insurance  Committee,  who  dealt  with 
the  matter. 

All  the  other  articles  were  genuine,  the  foods  being  satisfactory, 
whilst  the  drugs  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia. 

I  remain, 

Yours  obediently, 

HARRY  SILVESTER,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C., 


Public  Analyst. 


••  '  '*■  •  .m 


' 


